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STUDENT PROGRESSION PLAN

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
(GRADES K-5)

l. ADMISSION, ENROLLMENT, AND TRANSFERS

Florida Statutes 1003.03 requires all districts to meet class size. A parent of a student
under the age of eighteen(18) or an eligible student who lives in the District or in
another school district in the State of Florida who is not subject to a current expulsion or
suspension may seek to enroll in a public school in the District that has not reached
capacity, subject to the maximum class size pursuant to F.F. 1003.03 and Section 1,
Art. IX of the Florida Constitution.

A. ADMISSION
The following policies for admission to The School District of Okeechobee County
are in effect for all students in Okeechobee County.

1. First Entry to the State of Florida Schools:
Before admitting a student to Florida schools for the first time, the school must
have received the following documents as required by Florida Statutes:

a. proof of date of birth for students; (For acceptable alternates to birth
certificates see Florida Statutes 1003.21(4)).

b. a certificate showing a physical examination performed within one
year prior to enrollment (height, weight,
blood pressure, etc.)

c. a valid Florida Certificate of Immunization (DH680) transcribed by a
health professional.

d. Kindergarten through 6th grade immunizations required for entry:
(1) 4-5 doses of DTP or DTaP (If the 4" dose is administered after the

4" birthday, a 5™ dose is not required);

(2) 3-5 doses of polio final dose must be administered after 4™ birthday
(3) 2 doses of MMR;
(4) 2 doses of Varivax or documentation of chicken pox disease;
(5) 3 doses of Hepatitis B.

e. 7" through 12" grade:
(1) 4-5 doses of DTP or DTaP (If the 4" dose is administered after the

4" birthday, a 5" dose is not required);

(2) 3-4 doses of polio (according to age at time of final dose);
(3) 2 doses of MMR;
(4) 2-3 doses of Hepaititis B (according to age of administration);
(5) 1 dose of Varivax or documentation of chicken pox disease.
(6) 7" and 8" graders i 2 doses of Varivax
(7) Tdap booster

Any student transferring from another school in the United States may be given a
30-day temporary exemption until the certification of a school entry physical
examination can be obtained from the previous school. If the record cannot be
obtained from the previous school within thi s ti me frame, i
responsibility to provide such a copy. Any student from out-of-state must present
an up-to-date Form 680 at the time of enroliment.

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
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2. Upon initial admission evidence of residence must be presented to the
receiving school. All addresses are subject to verification by the School
Board. The following documents shall be required:

a. owned residence:

(1) copy of the recorded deed (or agreement for deed), or a certified copy
of the declaration of homestead exemption, and

(2) acopy of a current electric bill or initial order for service; and

(3) one of the following current documents:
(a) auto registration
(b) drive r lEcense
(c) voter® registration
(d) Florida ID

b. rented or leased residence:

(1) copy of current lease, rental agreement, or a notarized letter from
the landlord, and

(2) a copy of a current electric bill or initial order for service; and

(3) one of the following current documents:
(a) auto registration
(b) drive r lE&ense
(c) voter® registration
(d) Florida ID

c. if applicable, legal documents, i.e. a copy of current judgment of divorce
(dissolution of marriage) or other court order establishing the right of custody
should be presented at time of enrollment.

3. Verifying Residence:
All addresses and changes of address are subject to verification by the School
Board. All student residence addresses and all documents submitted for
verification are subject to validation by district staff. When a change of
address occurs after initial enrollment, verification of the new residence is
required.

The School Board reserves the authority to verify enrollment information
provided by a parent or parents and to reassign a student on the basis of its
investigative determination. A student who is found to be attending an out-of-
zone in-county school as the result of giving false or misleading information at
registration, shall immediately be transferred to the school serving the
student® residential attendance zone or withdrawn and advised to enroll in
the appropriate school in their county of legal residence.

Any disagreement regarding the investigative finding will be reviewed by the
Director of Student Services. Any disagreement regarding a determination
that a student is a bona fide resident of a county other than Okeechobee may
be contested as provided by law.

Florida Statutes 837.06 provides that whoever knowingly makes a false statement
in writing with the intent to mislead a public servant in the performance of his official
duty shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree.

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY 2
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4. Divorced/Separated Parents:

a. divorced parents:
ONE or more of the following documents:
(1) certified copy of final judgment of divorce
(2) court custody order/parenting plan
(3) court guardianship order
(4) other such document establishing the right of custody

b. separated parents:
A notarized statement that the child actually lives in the home of the parent
designated in the child& school records as the residential parent or parent with
whom the student resides.

5. Entry to The School District of Okeechobee County from Public or Private
Schools
Within the State:
Before admission to The School District of Okeechobee County from other Florida
counties, a student must have a current Florida Certificate of Immunization on
file in the Okeechobee County school in which they are enrolling. If a student has
ever been in a Florida public or private school anytime throughout his/her school
career, a new physical exam is not required for entry.

6. Admission of Part-time Students enrolled in a Home Education Program:
Students who are patrticipating in a home education program in accordance with
section 1002.41 Florida Statutes, may be admitted to the public schools in this
district on a part-time basis. The child seeking entry must meet the same
registration requirements as full-time students. Such students must register for all
classes offered to home education students prior to the start of the grading period
they will attend. Home education students and private school students who
are excluded from a class at their zoned school due to space limitations may
be assigned to another school if space in that class is available. Students who
are participating in a home education program in accordance with 1002.20(b)
Florida Statutes, may participate in extracurricular activities. Participation is on
a space available basis and students must meet the same registration
requirements as full-time students.

Exceptional students will be provided special education services determined
appropriate by the school-based student study team, including the parent, using a
Services Plan, not an Individual Education Plan (IEP). (K-12 only) The Board is
not responsible for the transportation of students in a home education
program/private school to or from the school. The school principal will establish
the time and place for arrival and departure of these students. Students who attend
school on a part-time basis are subject to all applicable rules and regulations
pertaining to full-time students.

7. Admission of Part-time Students enrolled in a Private School:
Students who are enrolled in a private school may be admitted to the public schools
in this district on a part-time basis in order to receive certain education services.
The child seeking entry must meet the same registration requirements as full-time
students.

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
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Exceptional education students will be provided special education services det
ermined appropriate by the school-based student study team, including
parent(s), using a Services Plan, not an Individual Education Plan (IEP). (K-12

only)

B. ENROLLMENT GUIDELINES

A minor child® residence is that of the child& parent or parents. A child residing in
Okeechobee County, Florida must be enrolled in and attend the public school that
serves the child® residential attendance zone, unless otherwise authorized by
participation in Controlled Open Enrollment, ESE school assignment, the
appropriate district level administrator, disciplinary assignment under the Student
Conduct and Discipline Code, assignment by the School Board fin lieu of expulsion,0
a Mo contact ordero entered by a court of competent jurisdiction, or assignment
by the Superintendent/designee.

The following guidelines govern the enrollment of students into the elementary schools
of Okeechobee County, Florida:

1. Kindergarten:
Any child who has attained the age of five years on or before September 1 will
be admitted to kindergarten at any time during that school year.

2. First Grade:

Any child who has attained the age of six years on or before September 1 will

be admitted to first grade if kindergarten has been successfully completed.

Successful completion of kindergarten will be defined as:

a. regular attendance in a 180-day instructional program.

b. regular attendance in a three-hour-net instructional day.

c. attaining the age of five (5) on or before September 11 required for legal
entry into kindergarten.

d. an official letter or transcript from a proper school authority (to include
home education ) which shows records of attendance, academic
information, and grade placement of the student.

3. Both parents residing in Okeechobee County but in different school zones:

If a child& parents physically reside in separate residences located in different
residential attendance zones or the child& parents are divorced or otherwise living
separate and apart under court order and the child rotates between the parents 6
residences, the child shall be enrolled in and attend the school zoned for the
residence of the parent in which the child physically resides (stays) for 51% or
more of the time. If the actual physical rotation is 50/50 and the parents reside in
separate residential attendance zones, the school of enroliment shall be selected
by the parents. If there is no court order, the parents @eclaration of primary
residence should be accepted.

For Enrollment: The parent with whom the student is going to be residing during
the school year shall show proof of residency along with the other items required

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY 4
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for registration.

4. Alegal parent not living in Okeechobee County (resides in another county,
out of state, or out of the country) requesting that the student reside
with a parent living in Okeechobee County:

The parent residing in Okeechobee County shall show proof of residency along
with the other items required for registration.

5. A parent residing in Okeechobee County relinquishing formal legal
custody of his/her student to someone (i.e., aunt, friend, grandparent, etc.)
residing in a different school zone:

For Enrollment: This requires the person with whom the parents request the
student to live with to obtain temporary custody. A notarized letter from the
parents stating the extenuating circumstances, which, by ordinary and
reasonable standards, precludes the parent from actually caring for the student
must accompany this request.

6. A parent NOT residing in Okeechobee County requesting that his/her
student reside with someone other than a parent, (i.e., aunt, friend,
grandparent, etc.), and there is no parent living in the district:

For Enrollment: This requires the person with whom the parents request the
student to live with to obtain temporary custody. A notarized letter from the
parents stating the extenuating circumstances, which, by ordinary and
reasonable standards, precludes the parent from actually caring for the student
must accompany this request.

7. Students who have been expelled or recommended for expulsion in another
school district:

The Okeechobee County School Board will uphold the expulsion of a student
from another school district.

8. Students who have been assigned to or recommended for assighment to
an alternative school in another school district:

The Superintendent has the authority to assign a student to an alternative
educational placement when such placement has been made or
recommended in another school district.

C. HOMELESS STUDENTS/FAMILIES IN NEED (FIN)

Homeless students, including homeless unaccompanied youth, are permitted to
enroll in The School District of Okeechobee County and must not be placed in a
separate school or program within a school based on their homeless status.

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
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Homeless children and youth are provided services comparable to those offered to
other students enrolled in OCSB to ensure they have an equal opportunity to
meet student academic achievement standards. All homeless students are
eligible for free breakfast and lunch.

Homeless students may choose to attend the school they attended at the time they
became homeless. Those students who elect to do this shall be provided
transportation if needed. As an alternative, homeless students may choose to
enroll in the school zoned for the attendance area where they reside.

Regardless of which school a homeless student chooses to attend, he/she shall be
permitted to immediately enroll, even if the student is unable to produce records
normally required for enrollment. This includes, but is not limited to, records such
as: previous academic records, immunizations, medical records, and proof of
residency.

The enrolling school must immediately contact the school last attended by the
homeless student to obtain relevant records. The student has 30 days to
produce these documents after enrollment. If the student needs immunization
records, the enrolling school shall immediately refer the student to the school nurse
or school social worker for assistance.

For Enrollment: Refer to OCSB Homeless Students (Families in Need) Policy
found under Chapter 5.00: Students 5.27.

D. TRANSFERS/WITHDRAWALS
1. Within Okeechobee County Schools:

Parents will be expected to formally withdraw their child from a previous school
before enrolling at another Okeechobee County public school.

For Enrollment: The Student Services Office must approve all zone waiver forms.
2. In-State Transfers from Nonpublic Schools to Kindergarten:

Students transferring from a nonpublic Florida kindergarten to the The
School District of Okeechobee County must be five years of age on or before
September 1 and provide proof of immunization and meet first entry to the State
of Florida criteria.

3. In-State Transfers from Nonpublic Schools to First Grade:

A child must have successfully completed kindergarten in a nonpublic Florida
school, must be six years of age on or before September 1 of the school year
in which admission to the first grade is being sought, and meet first entry to the
State of Florida criteria.

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
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Students transferring to first grade from a nonpublic kindergarten program will
need written verification of successful completion of kindergarten from the
nonpublic school attended. Students not meeting the above requirements for
grade one will be enrolled in kindergarten.

4. Underage Out-of-State Transfers to Kindergarten and First Grade from
Public and Nonpublic Schools:

a. entry into kindergarten and first grade by out-of-state transfer students who
do not meet regular age requirements for admission to Florida public schools
shall be based on their previous state& age requirements and shall be in
accordance with Florida Administrative Rule 6 A.1.0985 which states:

b. any student who transfers from an out-of-state public or nonpublic school
shall be admitted upon presentation of the following data:

(1) official documentation that the parent(s) or guardian(s) was a legal
resident(s) of the state in which the child was previously enrolled in school;

(2) an official letter or transcript from a proper school authority which shows
records of attendance, academic information, and grade placement of
the student;

(3) proof of immunization;
(4) proof of date of birth; and

(5) proof of a medical examination completed within the last twelve months
(first time entry into Florida public schools only

5. Neither the student nor parent(s) reside within Okeechobee County
and the student wishes to transfer into an The School District of
Okeechobee County while maintaining residence outside of the county:

A parent of a student under the age of eighteen (18) or an eligible student
who lives in the District or in another school district in the State of Florida who
is not subject to a current expulsion or suspension may seek to enroll in a
public school in the District that has not reached capacity, subject to the
maximum class size pursuant to F.F. 1003.03 and Section 1, Art. IX of the
Florida Constitution.

For Enrollment: The Student Services Office must approve all zone waiver
requests.

6. Grade Placement:

When a student transfers into the School District of Okeechobee County from
an out of district public or nonpublic school, the student will be academically
screened as per Section 1LA.1 (b). Testing results will be shared with the

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY


https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.0985

STUDENT PROGRESSION PLAN

parent. The principal shall have the final decision regarding student
placement.

When a student transfers from a home education program, it will be the
responsibility of the principal or principa b @designee to assess the student®
achievement level. The following will be considered by principals for placement
of home education students:

a. review of the required home education annual evaluation (acceptable
options include student portfolio, nationally normed achievement test,
state student assessment test, psychological evaluation, or other approved
valid measurement tool)

b. site based assessment (as per Section II.A.1 (b). Students should be given
a site based assessment after enrollment).

The principal shall have the final decision regarding student placement.

II. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL INSTRUCTION
A. REGULAR PROGRAM i GENERAL PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
1. Student Performance:

The School District of Okeechobee County provides instruction in all required
course standards and has instructional plans aligned to the course standards in
the areas of English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies.
Teachers instruct using the instructional plans, and a school wide system of
progress monitoring is used to support students with identified deficiencies.
Student progression is based upon mastering the standards in each course as
evidenced by student grades on the student séreport card as well as formative
data obtained from progress monitoring and summative data obtained from a
studen t Gedornmance on the statewide, standardized assessments.

a. for grades and subjects in which no current state assessments are administered,
school districts must establish and assess expected levels of performance for
student progression using district-selected assessments such as students @lass
work, observations, tests, district and other assessments, or other relevant
information.

b. it is the responsibility of the classroom teacher to screen, instruct, assess, and

monitor the progress of student proficiency on all Florida Standards/Next
Generation Sunshine State Standards. Each teacher shall develop daily lesson
plans for all subjects taught. Plans should reflect the teaching of Florida
Standards/Next Generation Sunshine State Standards for K-5, including English
Language Learners 6and Exceptional Education Student modifications, when
necessary. Lesson plans shall be checked regularly by the principal or principal
designee. Standards will be consistently taught and assessed throughout the

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
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year. Assessment of proficiency will be based on Florida Standards/Next
Generation Sunshine State Standards, Decision Trees located in the K-12
Comprehensive Reading Plan, supplemental materials, student work samples,
observation of the student& performance, and student self-assessment.

c. each elementary school shall regularly assess the reading ability of each K-5
student. Reading assessment tools listed on the K-5 Reading Decision Trees are
required (See K-12 Comprehensive Reading Plan). State and district
diagnostic assessment tools will be used to identify a student& area of academic
need. It is the responsibility of the classroom teacher to screen all The
School District of Okeechobee Countydstudents within 30 school days of entry.
The parent of any K-5 student who exhibits a reading deficiency shall be
immediately notified of the student® deficiency with a description and
explanation, in terms understandable to the parent, of the exact nature of the
student® difficulty in learning and lack of achievement in reading.

d. the district® comprehensive program for student progression uses assessment

data, including universal screening and ongoing progress monitoring, to evaluate
the effectiveness of instruction, identify students needing more intensive
instructional support, and monitor each studen t desponse to implemented
interventions.
Students who do not meet grade level expectations receive increasingly intense
intervention services. The areas of academic need and intervention strategies
are defined through a problem-solving/Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS)
process. Multiple tiers of increasingly intense instruction/intervention services are
implemented to support student academic proficiency. Students are matched to
strategic and intensive interventions based on data from multiple assessment
sources. Student progression decisions consider the effectiveness of core
instruction and the student®& response to evidence-based interventions.
Interventions for academics and/or behavioral deficiencies will be provided
through the School District of Okeechobee County Multi- Tiered System of
Supports (MTSS) process.

Parents may not refuse remedial/intervention services. A school district has the
authority and responsibility to design the studen t duwrse of study. It is the school
that is held accountable for the student® progress.

e. student satisfactory achievement is defined by The School District of Okeechobee
County as the on-going demonstration and application of Florida Standards/Next
Generation Sunshine State Standards. Satisfactory achievement on statewide,
standardized assessment is defined as scoring at level 3 or above. Each student
must participate in assessments as required by Elorida Statutes

1008.25.
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Students must demonstrate a satisfactory level of achievement in English
language arts, mathematics, science and social studies at each grade level as
determined by state/district levels of achievement on state assessments and/or
local levels of achievement on district assessments. The independent work of
the student will be considered as a criterion in the student& placement decision.

f. all parents will be notified regularly of their child& achievement during the school
year. The School District of Okeechobee County will report to the parent of
each student the progress of the studenttoward achieving state and district
expectations for satisfactory achievement in English language arts,
mathematics, science, and social studies. The evaluation of each student®
progress must be based upon the student® classroom work, observations, tests,
district and state assessments, and other relevant information. The final report
card will indicate performance or non-performance at grade level, acceptable
or unacceptable behavior, attendance, and promotion or retention.

Students with report card grades of fD 64 fF&q or AN & & English language arts,
mathematics, or science should be monitored closely and may be considered
for diagnostic assessment. If needed, remediation will be provided through the
MTSS process or an Individual Education Plan. These students will be
considered for possible retention.

English Language Learners, two years or less in the program, will not be marked
below grade level.

(Note: see English Language Learners Plan)

g. students working below grade level (working on curriculum standards below
his/her current grade level) must be diagnostically assessed and provided
remediation through the Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) and
considered for possible retention. Students marked below level for English
language arts on the report card must:

1. be diagnosed and provided remediation through intensive reading instruction
as required by the K-12 Comprehensive Reading Plan
2. based on diagnoses, have his/her individual areas of deficiency in phonemic
awareness, phonics, fluency, comprehension and/or vocabulary identified,
addressed, and monitored frequently
3. be considered for possible retention and have this marked in the comment
section
4. be reassessed by locally determined assessments and through teacher
observation at the beginning of the grade following the intensive reading
instruction
5. continue to be provided intensive reading instruction until the reading
deficiency is remedied.
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2. Curriculum and Instruction

Each student in grades K-5 will receive regularly scheduled instruction using an
integrated approach based on the district adopted curriculum program which includes
state/district approved materials and/or textbooks for the assigned grade level and
Florida Standards/Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (refer to OCSB
Curriculum Maps). Englishlanguage arts instruction will follow the K-12
Comprehensive Reading Plan and the District Curriculum Maps. Mathematics
instruction will follow the District& Mathematics Curriculum Maps. Science and

Social Studies instruction will follow the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.

The physical education program stresses physical fithess and encourages healthful,
active lifestyles and participation by all students. Physical education shall consist of
physical activities of at least a moderate intensity level and for duration sufficient to
provide a significant health benefit to students subject to the differing capabilities of
students. Each student, grades K-5, shall receive at least 30 consecutive minutes of
physical education each day on which physical education is offered with a
cumulative total of 150 minutes of physical education each week as required by
section 1003.455 Florida Statutes.

The requirement shall be waived for a student who meets one of the following
criteria:

(1) The student is enrolled or required to enroll in a remedial course;

(2) The parent requests in writing by completing the waiver request form and
submitting to the principal that the student enroll in another enrichment or
elective course; or

(3) The parent indicates in writing by completing the waiver request form and
submitting to the principal that the student is participating in physical activities
outside the school day which are equal to or in excess of the mandated
requirement.

Students who waive the physical education requirement will be enrolled in an
enrichment or elective course offered by the school. Placement will be made at
the discretion of the principal and on a space available basis. Parents will be
advised of these options before scheduling the student to participate in physical
education. This type of exception must be renewed annually.

3. School Schedules

Flexibility in designing school schedules is permissible; however the daily schedule
must include a minimum of the following:
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=

90 minutes of uninterrupted literacy instruction;

30 minutes of intervention instruction to support students with identified
deficiencies;

55 minutes of mathematics instruction (50 mins. K-2);

30 minutes of science instruction (20 mins. K-2);

25 minutes of social studies instruction

20 minutes of unstructured recess,

=

=A =4 =4 =N

Additionally, the schedule will include a minimum of 150 minutes of physical education
per week, with a minimum of 30 consecutive minutes per day on days that physical
education is provided.

School schedules may reflect the integration of subjects, including science, social studies,
writing, technology skills, career education, comprehensive health education,
creative/critical thinking skills, character education, and other areas deemed necessary
to provide an appropriate instructional curriculum for each school.

4. Grouping for Instruction

Providing differentiated instruction for students at all levels is a best practice to meet
their needs in mastering the Horida Standards/Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.
Instructionally sound strategies for grouping students will be used to enhance the
academic achievement of all students. Any grouping of students shall provide
opportunities for the regrouping of students during a portion of the school day (e.g.
within the regular education classroom, or during specials, or lunch, or portion of the
school week).

B. SUPPLEMENTAL AND INTENSIVE INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT

Students in K-5 who do not meet the district levels and or state levels of performance in
English language arts, mathematics, science or social studies shall be provided
remediation. Teachers provide targeted instructional support to students with identified
deficiencies.

In compliance with the Department of Education (DOE), OCSB has identified the
following supplemental and intensive instructional support for implementation. The parent of
any K-3 student who exhibits a reading deficiency shall be immediately notified of the
student's deficiency with a description and explanation of the exact nature of the student's
difficulty in learning and lack of achievement in reading. The parent shall be consulted in the
development of a plan, as described in Florida Statutes 1008.25(4)(b); and shall be informed
that the student will be given intensive reading instruction until the deficiency is corrected.

1. Progress Monitoring

Florida Statutes 1008.25 requires a school-wide system of progress monitoring for all
students who are deficient in English language arts, math, science and/or social studies.
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Strategies to help students achieve academic success will be discussed and
documented in parent conferences. Pursuant to HB 7069 an Early Warning
System will be in place to identify students who need additional support. Based
upon assessments, the areas of deficiencies for each student will be identified
and communicated to the parent within 30 days. Information regarding
supplemental instructional services and supports through the MTSS process will be
provided to the parent during the conference.

2. Supplemental Instructional Support Activities

Tutorial instruction/Summer Reading Camp and/or other instructional support
activities may be provided to students in grades K-5 pending funding and
availability of instructors. These services are provided as an opportunity for
remediation of the required skills for those students who meet the following criteria:

a. MNo(grades K), Door fFo(grades 1-5) in reading/literature, language arts, math, or
science during the previous grading period or progress reporting time;

b. reading below grade level as reflected through MTSS documentation;

c. classroom teacher recommendation; and

d. FSA Level 1 in reading

C. ACCELERATION

Acceleration of students is a practice that covers a wide range of educational strategies.
An accelerated curriculum may be provided to those students who have demonstrated
a need beyond the general curriculum. The School District of Okeechobee County
offers the following opportunities.

Flexible class groups

Subject matter acceleration

Enrichment programs

Grade clustering

Virtual instruction

Whole grade promotion and mid-year promotion

oubkhwnpE

For whole grade level acceleration, the principal, in consultation with all stake-
holders, will review the following eligibility criteria before any accelerated placement
is considered: social/emotional needs including readiness for higher level achievement,
demonstration of a high level of mastery of the current and next grade curriculum;
parent input; school history; ability and aptitude for advanced work; and referral for
gifted services. The student must have scored at the highest level on all subjects in the
most recently completed grade, earned a grade of A or E in all core subjects in the
most recently completed grade, and must have scored 95% proficiency on the end of
the year assessments for the grade which the student will be skipping. Students in 4%
and 5" grade that earned a Level 5 in English language arts and math on the prior year

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
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FSA are eligible to take accelerated courses using virtual school. Options may vary
slightly by school and include advancing to the next grade level for some
coursework in a face-to-face setting or through virtual school.

The final decision for grade placement is the responsibility of the principal.

[ll. REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS

A. REPORT PROCESS

All parents will be notified regularly of their child® achievement during the 36-week
school year. The reporting period is to be divided into four nine-week periods. A
progress report will be sent home at the mid-point of the grading period. Every student who
is enrolled at a school receives a report card, regardless of the length of the enrollment.
The report card becomes a part of the school s@permanent records. The report to the
parent must include the student®& progress toward achieving state and district
expectations for satisfactory achievement in English language arts, science, social
studies and mathematics. (Florida Statutes 1008.25(8). The OCSB (School Board
adopted) progress report and report card will be used. A student in attendance for fewer
than 20 days does not have to receive a grade on the progress report/report card for that
grading period. A comment should be included on the report card stating that the student
has not been in attendance for a sufficient time to be evaluated adequately.

Student s De c Aeanferenceiwith the paaedtshould be held when there is
a marked difference in student achievement from the previous reporting period, such as
a decrease of more than one letter grade. Conferring with parents is encouraged beyond
the minimum conferencing provisions of this policy. Students or parents have the right
and responsibility to be informed of student grades at all times. Teachers shall be given
reasonable time to respond to the student or parent. The classroom or subject teacher

has the initial and primary authority to assign grades.

Guidelines to review, modify, or to appeal a grade are listed below:

Step 1: Parents, student or both will request a conference with the teacher who
assigned the grade. The teacher will explain how the grade was assigned.
Step 2: In the event satisfaction is not reached at step one, by all parties; they
may appeal to the principal. Parents, student and teacher will present all
information to the principal. After hearing all sides, the principal will make a

1 decision.
Step 3: In the event satisfaction is not reached at step two by all parties, they
may appeal to the Superintendent of Schools. The process in step two will be
repeated. The superintendent wi || mak e
decision will be final.

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
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B. REPORT SYSTEM
Reporting to parents shall include:

1. progress report (midpoint of each grading period);

2. report card,;

3. a minimum of one documented parent conference should be held in the first 90
days of school;

4. annual reporting of district wide state assessment results:
a. will be provided to parents in writing in a format adopted by the district School

Board;

b. will be reported to the public as required by state law; and

5. parental notification of English language arts deficiencies.

C. GRADING CODE

Kindergarten and Select

Grades 1-12 Description of Grade Subjects Grades 1-5
A =90-100% A = Excellent Progress E = Excellent
B=80- 89% B = Above Average Progress S = Satisfactory
C=70- 79% C = Satisfactory Progress N = Needs Improvement

D=60- 69% D = Lowest Acceptable Progress | U = Unsatisfactory
F= 0 59 % F = Unsatisfactory Progress

| = 0% I = Incomplete

NA = Not Applicable this period

All students in grades K-5 will receive an E,S,N,or U in the areas of music and physical
education.

D. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (DOE) PUBLIC REPORTING
(Elorida Statues 1002.20 and 1008.25)
Each district School Board must annually publish in the local newspaper, and
report in writing to the State Board of Education by September 1 of each year, the

following information on the prior school year:

1.The provisions of this section relating to public school student progression and the
district School Board® policies and procedures on student retention and
promotion;

2. By grade, the number and percentage of all students in grades 3 through 10
performing at Levels 1 and 2 on the English Language Arts portion of the FSA,

3. By grade, the number and percentage of all students retained in grades 3 through
10;

4. Information on the total number of students who were promoted for good cause, by
each category of good cause.

5. Any revisions to the district School Board® policy on student retention and
promotion from the prior year.
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These requirements are subject to change pending updates from the Florida Department
of Education.

IV. ELEMENTARY GRADE PLACEMENT (K-5)

The primary responsibility for determining each student& performance and ability to
function academically, socially, and emotionally in the next grade is that of the classroom
teacher in conjunction with the principal. School personnel will use all available resources to
achieve parental understanding and cooperation regarding a student®& grade placement
including the wuse of the school-based Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS)
Team. The final decision for grade placement is the responsibility of the principal.

The OCSB district adopted curriculum program includes state/district approved materials
and/or textbooks for the assigned grade level Florida Standards/Next Generation Sunshine
State Standards as defined by English language arts, mathematics, social studies, and
science. Using the district adopted textbooks and supplemental materials, the classroom
teacher will provide instruction, as well as assessment, of skills for each area. Assessment
of satisfactory achievement may include but not be limited to teacher observation,
classroom assignments, classroom participation, common assessments, alternative
assessments, examinations, work sample reviews, and completion of English language arts,
mathematics, social studies, and science grade level Florida Standards/Next Generation
Sunshine State Standards.

A. PROMOTION
Promotion is based on criteria as defined in Section I1.B. No student may be assigned to
a grade level based solely upon the student® age or other factors that constitute social
promotion. Social promotion is defined as the promotion of a student based on factors

other than the student achieving the district and state levels of performance for student
progress. A student promoted to grade 4 with a good cause exemption shall be provided
intensive reading instruction and intervention that includes specialized diagnostic
information and strategies. Other options for promotion may occur at varying times
during the school year.(Note: See Exceptional Student Education Section for ESE
students.)

B. RETENTION
After consultation with the school administration, a student will be recommended for

retention by the school-based Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Team or
school designated team based on the criteria listed in Section 11.B. A student who is
retained must be in or placed in the MTSS process. Retention decisions are based on
more than a single test score.

Additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessments are available to assist
parents and the school personnel in knowing when a child is academically performing at
or above grade level and ready for grade promotion. Students who are retained must

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
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continue to be monitored closely through the MTSS process The final decision for
grade placement is the responsibility of the principal.

Retention of English Language Learners (ELLs)/Limited English Proficient (LEP) students must be
determined by a school s&LL/LEP Committee except in the case of mandatory retention for reading

deficiencies in

grade 3.

V. PROMOTION TO GRADE FOUR (Elorida_Statute s 1008,

25)

To be promoted to grade 4, a student must score a Level 2 or higher on the statewide,
standardized English language arts assessment required under_Florida Statutes 1008.22
for grade 3. If a student's reading deficiency is not remedied by the end of grade 3, as
demonstrated by scoring Level 2 or higher on the statewide, standardized assessment
required under Florida Statutes. 1008.22 for grade 3, the student must be retained. The
parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading must be notified in
writing of the following:

1
2
3

2

. That his or her child has been identified as having a substantial deficiency in reading.
. A description of the current services that are provided to the child.
. A description of the proposed supplemental instructional services and supports that

will be provided to the child that are designed to remediate the identified area of
reading deficiency.

That if the child's reading deficiency is not remediated by the end of grade 3, the
child must be retained unless he or she is exempt from mandatory retention for
good cause.

Strategies for parents to use in helping their child succeed in reading proficiency.
That the statewide, standardized English language arts assessment is not the sole
determiner of promotion and that additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and
assessments are available to the child to assist parents and the school district in
knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and ready for grade
promation.

The district's specific criteria and policies for a portfolio and the evidence required
for a student to demonstrate mastery of Florida's academic standards for English
language arts. A parent of a student in grade 3 who is identified anytime during the
year as being at risk of retention may request that the school immediately begin
collecting evidence for a portfolio.

Midyear promotion means promotion of a retained student at any time during the

year of retention once the student has demonstrated ability to read at grade level.

A. GOOD CAUSE EXEMPTIONS FROM MANDATORY GRADE THREE RETENTION

(Elorida Statutes 1008.25) ELIMINATION OF SOCIAL PROMOTION
1. No student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors
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that constitute social promotion.
The district school board may only exempt students from mandatory retention, as
provided in _Florida Statutes1008.25 paragraph ( 5)( b) , for good cause. A student

who is promoted to grade 4 with a good cause exemption shall be provided

intensive reading instruction and intervention that include specialized
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diagnostic information and specific reading strategies to meet the needs of each
student so promoted. The school district shall assist schools and teachers with the
implementation of reading strategies for students promoted with a good cause
exemption which research has shown to be successful in improving reading
among students who have reading difficulties. Good cause exemptions are limited
to the following:

a. Limited English proficient students who have had less than 2 years of
instruction in an English Language Learners Plan program based on the initial
date of entry into a school in the United States.

b. Students with disabilities whose individual education plan indicates that
participation in the statewide assessment program is not appropriate,
consistent with the requirements of _Florida St atutes 1008. 212.

c. Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an
alternative standardized reading or English language arts assessment
approved by the State Board of Education.

d. A student who demonstrates through a student portfolio that he or she is
performing at least at Level 2 on the statewide, standardized English
Language arts assessment.

e. Students with disabilities who take the statewide, standardized English
Language arts assessment and who have an individual education plan or a
Section 504 plan that reflects that the student has received intensive
instruction in reading or English language arts for more than 2 years but still
demonstrates a deficiency and was previously retained in kindergarten, grade
1, grade 2, or grade 3.

f.  Students who have received intensive reading intervention for 2 or more years
but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were previously retained
in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 2 years. A student
may not be retained more than once in grade 3.

g. Students who have received intensive remediation in reading or English
Language arts for 2 or more years but still demonstrate a deficiency and who
were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a
total of 2 years. Intensive instruction for students so promoted must include
an altered instructional day that includes specialized diagnostic information
and specific reading strategies for each student. The district school board
shall assist schools and teachers to implement reading strategies that
research has shown to be successful in improving reading among low-
performing readers.

3. Requests for good cause exemptions for students from the mandatory retention
requirement as described in Florida Statutes 1008.25 (b)3 and 4 shall be made
consistent with the following:

a. Documentation shall be submitted from the student's teacher to the school
principal that indicates that the promotion of the student is appropriate and is

18
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based upon the student's academic record. In order to minimize paperwork
requirements, such documentation shall consist only of the existing progress
monitoring plan, individual educational plan, if applicable, report card, or
student portfolio.

b. The school principal shall review and discuss such recommendation with the
teacher and make the determination as to whether the student should be
promoted or retained. If the school principal determines that the student should
be promoted, the school principal shall make such recommendation in writing
to the district school superintendent. The district school superintendent shall
accept or reject the school principal's recommendation in writing.

B. SUCCESSFUL PROGRESSION FOR RETAINED THIRD GRADE STUDENTS

(Elorida Statutes 1008.25 )

1. Students retained under the provisions of paragraph(5)(b) must be provided
intensive interventions in reading to improve the student's specific reading
deficiency, as identified by a valid and reliable diagnostic assessment. This
intensive intervention must include effective instructional strategies, participation
in the school district's summer reading camp, and appropriate teaching
methodologies necessary to assist those students in becoming successful
readers, able to read at or above grade level, and ready for promotion to the next
grade.

2. Each school district shall:

a. Provided 3™ grade students who are retained under the provisions of
paragraph(5)(b) with intensive instructional services and supports to
remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency, including participation in the
school district's summer reading camp as required under paragraph (a) and
a minimum of 90 minutes of daily, uninterrupted literacy instruction (120 and an
additional 30 minutes of intervention instruction which includes phonemic
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension and other
strategies prescribed by the school district, which may include, but are not
limited to:

a. Integration of science and social studies content within the 90-minuteblock.

b. Small group instruction.

c. Reduced teacher-student ratios.

d. More frequent progress monitoring.

e. Tutoring or mentoring.

f. Transition classes containing 3rd and 4th grade students.

g. Extended school day, week, or year.

3. Provide written notification to the parent of a student who is retained under the
provisions of paragraph (5)(b) that his or her child has not met the achievement
level required for promotion and the reasons the child is not eligible for a good
cause exemption as provided in paragraph (6)(b). The notification must comply
with the provisions of Florida Statutes 1002.20(15) and must include a
description of proposed interventions and supports that will be provided to the
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child to remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency.

4. Implement a policy for the midyear promotion of a student retained under the
provisions of paragraph (5)(b) who can demonstrate that he or she is a
successful and independent reader and performing at or above grade level in
reading or, upon implementation of English language arts assessments,
performing at or above grade level in English language arts. Tools that school
districts may use in reevaluating a student retained may include subsequent
assessments, alternative assessments, and portfolio reviews, in accordance with
rules of the State Board of Education. Students promoted during the school year
after November 1 must demonstrate satisfactory achievement levels in reading
equivalent to the level necessary for the beginning of grade 4. The rules adopted
by the State Board of Education must include standards that provide a
reasonable expectation that the student's progress is sufficient to master
appropriate grade 4 level reading skills.

5. Provide students who are retained under the provisions of paragraph (5)(b) with
a highly effective teacher as determined by the teacher's performance evaluation
under Florida Statutes 1012.34.

6. Establish at each school, when applicable, an Intensive Acceleration Class for
retained grade 3 students who subsequently score Level 1 on the required
statewide, standardized assessment identified in Florida Statutes 1008.22. The

focus of the Intensive Acceleration Class shall be to increase a child's reading
and English Language arts skill level at least two grade levels in one school year.
The Intensive Acceleration Class shall:

1. Be provided to a student in grade 3 who scores Level 1 on the statewide ,
standardized English Language arts assessment and who was
previously retained in grade 3 the prior year.

2. Have a reduced teacher-student ratio.

3. Provide uninterrupted reading instruction for the majority of student
contact time each day and incorporate opportunities to master the grade
four Florida Standards in other core subject areas.

4. Use a reading program that is scientifically research- based and has
proven results in accelerating student reading achievement within the
same school year.

5. Provide intensive language and vocabulary instruction using a
scientifically research-based program, including use of a speech-
language therapist.

C. STANDARDS FOR MID-YEAR PROMOTION OF RETAINED THIRD GRADERS
(Elorida Statutes 1008.25)

1. Asrequired by Rule 6A-1.094222, the district has adopted a policy for the mid-year
promotion of a student retained in third grade due to a reading deficiency.

To be eligible for mid-year promotion, a student must demonstrate that he or she:
a. is a successful and independent reader as demonstrated by reading at
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or above grade level;

b. has progressed sufficiently to master appropriate third grade reading skills;

c. has met any additional requirements, such as satisfactory achievement in
other curriculum areas, as determined by the policies of the district School
Board; and

d. demonstrate satisfactory performance on a locally-selected state approved
standardized assessment.

VI. SPECIAL PROGRAMS

A. TITLE I (PART A)

Title | is a federally funded program that provides supplemental resources to high-
poverty schools to improve the educational outcomes of children in such schools and
enable them to meet challenging academic content and performance standards. Eligible
schools receive an annual Title | allocation that is used to provide additional supports
aligned with the academic achievement needs of each school. In OCSB6Title | schools,
all children benefit from Title | resources, which may include additional interventions,
supplemental instructional materials, teacher training, extended day/year, and family
engagement.

B. ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS PLAN (ESOL)
The ESOL program is designed to meet the immediate linguistic needs of the English
Language Learner (ELL), as well as the academic needs of students whose native
language is other than English and who are not proficient in the English language. The
instruction shall be designed to develop the student& mastery of the four language
skills, including listening, speaking, reading, and writing as rapidly as possible. The
students are served by the program as determined by the established criteria,
receiving instruction as described by the English Language Learners Plan Procedural
Handbook which is approved by the Florida Department of Education and the

School Board of Okeechobee County.

1. Equal access to appropriate programming shall include both access to intensive
English language instruction and instruction in basic subject areas of math,
science, social studies, and computer literacy which is:

a. Understandable to the ELL student given his or her level of English language
proficiency and school shall be equal and comparable in amount, scope and
sequence and quality to that provided to English proficient students.

b. Equal and comparable in amount, scope and sequence and quality to that
provided to English proficient students.

c. Recommendations for such programming shall be documented in the form of
an ELL student plan, which shall be in conformity with this agreement.

2. English Language Learners with special needs such as compensatory, remedial,
or exceptional education, and who are at greater risk for under-achievement and/or
dropping out, and in need of additional services, shall be provided equal and
comparable services to those provided to English proficient students. ELL students
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shall receive needed services on a timely basis, and the services provided shall be
appropriate for their level of English proficiency as set forth above.

3. Assignment of Grades: English Language Learners
The district grading policy will be applied for each subject for English Language
Learners (ESOL 1 LY). Students served in ESOL must receive services, including
ESOL instructional strategies, according to the district ELL Plan. If an ELL student is
not performing on grade level in the subject area, the student will receive appropriate
accommodations and/ or modifications indicate
proficiency.
In order for a grade of AFO0O to be giwustben to an E
reviewed by the school
ELL committee prior to the end of the current grading period:
1. Has an unsatisfactory progress report been sent to the parent or guardian in the
parentds heritage | anguage?
2. Have the studentds parents been officially
conferences (with translation)regar di ng t he studentds probl ems
3. Are the instructional strategies, techniques and classroom assignments appropriate
t o t he st udbeagiigh@guabesproficiency? f
4. |s the student receiving appropriate programs and services in accordance with the
district ELL plan?
The ELL committee wil review and/ or revise the
appropriate instructional services that are indicated for student success.
When an ELL student enrolls, the principal shall place him/her at the most appropriate grade
level, based on age and maturity. ELL student achievement shall be assessed through a
combination of ESOL, standardized and district tests. ELL students shall not be retained
solely on the basis of their limited English proficiency

Students currently enrolled in an approved ELL program less than one year may be exempt
from taking the state mandated assessments. Exempted students must be assessed through
other means determined by the district and school personnel.

Students currently classified as LF (Limited former ESOL in monitoring stage) or LZ (Limited
previously beyond monitoring stage) may not be exempted from taking required state
mandated assessments.

Students cannot be awarded a standard high school diploma until the required State
Assessments are passed.

All ELL students must meet state requirements (Rule 6A-6.903) to be exited from the
program. If a student has been exited from the ESOL program and is not performing
satisfactory in the regular classes, he/she may be re-classified and placed back into the
ESOL program within the two year monitoring period.

C. EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION (ESE)
Services are available for children with vision and hearing disabilities from birth to age
2 and all students with disabilities ages 3 through the semester in which they turn
22. Students who are gifted may receive services from kindergarten through grade 12.
These services are described in the Exceptional Student Education Policies and
Procedures (SP&P Manual) which is approved by the Florida Department of Education
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and the School Board of Okeechobee County. Refer to the Exceptional Student
Education Section of the Student Progression Plan for further information.

Exceptional education students who are parentally placed in a private school within
Okeechobee County may receive ESE services based on a Services Plan even if they
do not reside in Okeechobee County. This does not include gifted students who do not
reside in Okeechobee County. Gifted students who attend private schools and reside in
Okeechobee County may be co-enrolled in their zone school with an Educational Plan
(EP).L
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SECONDARY EDUCATION
MIDDLE SCHOOL
(GRADES 6-8)

I. ADMISSION, ENROLLMENT, AND TRANSFERS

A. ADMISSION
The following policies for admission to The School District of Okeechobee County are in
effect for all students in Okeechobee County.

1. First Entry to the State of Florida Schools:
Before admitting a student to Florida schools for the first time, the school must have
received the following documents as required by Florida Statutes:

a. proof of date of birth for students; (For acceptable alternates to birth
certificates see Florida Statutes 1003.21(4).

b. a certificate showing a physical examination with at least three
components performed within one year prior to enroliment (height, weight,
blood pressure, etc.)

c. a valid Florida Certificate of Immunization (DH680) transcribed by a
health professional.

d. kindergarten through 6th grade immunizations required for entry:

(1) 4-5 doses of DTP or DTap (If the 4" dose is administered after
the 4" birthday, a 5" dose is not required;
(2) 3-5 doses of polio (final dose must be administered after 4™
birthday
(3) 2 doses of MMR;
(4) 2 doses of Varivax or documentation of chicken pox disease;
(5) 3 doses of Hepaititis B.

e. 7"through 12" grade:

(1) 4-5 doses of DTP or DTap (If the 4" dose is administered after
the 4" birthday, a 5" dose is not required);

(2) 3-4 doses of Polio (according to age at time of final dose);

(3) 2 doses of MMR;

(4) 2-3 dose series of Hepatitis B (according to age of administration);

(5) 1 dose of Varivax or documentation of chicken pox disease

(6) 7" and 8" graders i 2 doses of Varivax

(7) Tdap booster

Any student transferring from another school in the United States may be given a 30-day
temporary exemption until the certification of a school entry physical examination can be
obtained from the previous school. If the record cannot be obtained from the previous school
within thistimeframe, it i s the parentds responsibility
out-of-state must present an up-to-date Form 680 at the time of enrollment

2. Uponinitial admission or entry from one attendance zone to another in The
School District of Okeechobee County, evidence of residence and date of birth
must be presented to the receiving school. All addresses are subject to
verification by the School Board. The following documents shall be required:
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STUDENT PROGRESSION PLAN

a. owned residence:

(1) copy of the recorded deed (or agreement for deed), or a certified copy of the
declaration of homestead exemption, and

(2) a copy of a current electric bill or initial order for service; and

(3) one of the following current documents:
(a) auto registration
(b) drive r license
(c) voter registration
(d) Florida ID

b. rented or leased residence:
(1) copy of current lease, rental agreement, or a notarized letter from the
landlord, and

(2) a copy of a current electric bill or initial order for service; and

(3) one of the following current documents:
(a) auto registration
(b) drive r license
(c) voter® registration
(d) Florida ID

c. non-primary owner or renter (families living with families):
A Verification of Residency Form must be completed by primary and non-
primary owner or renter. This form is for one school year only.

d. if applicable, legal documents, i.e. a copy of current judgment of divorce
(dissolution of marriage) or other court order establishing the right of custody
should be presented at time of enroliment.

3. Verifying Residence:

All addresses and changes of address are subject to verification by the School
Board. All student residence addresses and all documents submitted for verification
are subject to validation by district staff. When a change of address occurs after
initial enrollment, verification of the new residence is required. Students who are
suspected of residing outside of Okeechobee County, Florida, or in an attendance
zone other than the student attendance zone for the school they are attending,
will be reported to the district investigator for a residency determination
investigation.

The School Board reserves the authority to verify enroliment information provided by
a parent or parents and to reassign a student on the basis of its investigative
determination.

A student who is found to be attending an out-of-zone in-county school as the result
of giving false or misleading information at registration, shall immediately be
transferred to the school serving the student®& residential attendance zone or
withdrawn and advised to enroll in the appropriate school in their county of legal
residence. Any disagreement regarding the investigative finding will be reviewed
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by the Director of Student Services.

Florida Statutes 837.06 provides that whoever knowingly makes a false statement in
writing with the intent to mislead a public servant in the performance of his official duty
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree.

4. Divorced/Separated Parents:

a. divorced parents:
ONE or more of the following documents:
(1) certified copy of final judgment of divorce
(2) court custody order/parenting plan
(3) court guardianship order
(4) other such document establishing the right of custody
b. separated parents:
A notarized statement that the child actually lives in the home of the parent
designated in the child& school records as the residential parent or parent with
whom the student resides.

5. Entry to The School District of Okeechobee County from Public or Private
Schools within the State:
Before admission to Okeechobee County schools from other Florida counties, a
student must have a current Florida Certificate of Immunization on file in the
Okeechobee County
schoolin which they are enrolling. If a student has ever been in a Florida public school
anytime throughout his/her school career, a new physical exam is not required for
entry.

6. Admission of Home Education Students for Co-Enrollment in a Secondary

School:

Students who are participating in a home education program in accordance with
section 1002.41. Florida Statutes, may be admitted to the public schools in this
district on a part-time basis. The child seeking entry must meet the same
registration requirements as full- time students, and enroll for and attend at least one
regularly scheduled class period at the zoned school. Such students must register
for all classes prior to the start of the semester they will attend. Full-time students
will be given priority in course registration. Home education students who are
excluded from a class/course at their zoned school due to space limitations may be
assigned to another school if space in that class/course is available. Exceptional
students will be provided special education services determined appropriate by
the school-based MTSS team, including the parent, using a Services Plan, not an
Individual Education Plan (IEP). (K-12 only)

Students who are participating in a home education program in accordance with
Florida Statutes 1002.20(b) , may participate in extracurricular activities.
Participation is on a space available basis and students must meet the same
registration requirements as full-time students.

The Board is not responsible for the transportation of students in a home education
program/private school to or from the school. The school principal will establish the
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time and place for arrival and departure of these students. Studentswho attend school
on a part-time basis are subject to all applicable rules and regulations pertaining
to full-time students.

7. Admission of Private School Students for Co-Enrollment in a Secondary
School:
Students who are enrolled in a private school may be admitted to the public schools in
this district on a part-time basis in order to receive certain education services.
The child seeking entry must meet the same registration requirements as full-time
students. Exceptional education students will be provided special education services
determined appropriate by the MTSS team, including parent, using a Services
Plan, not an Individual Education Plan (IEP). (K-12 only)

B. ENROLLMENT GUIDELINES
A minor child® residence is that of the child& parent or parents. A child residing in
Okeechobee County, Florida must be enrolled in and attend the public school that
serves the child& residential attendance zone, unless otherwise authorized by the
participation in Controlled Open Enrollment, ESE school assignment, the appropriate
district level administrator, disciplinary assignment under the Student Conduct and
Discipline Code, assignment by the School Board fin lieu of expulsiong a fmo contact
orderd entered by a court of competent jurisdiction, or assignment by the
Superintendent/designee.
The following guidelines govern the enroliment of students into the middle schools
of Okeechobee County, Florida:

1. Any child who has been promoted or assigned to grades 6, 7, or 8 will
be admitted to middle school.

2. Both parents residing in Okeechobee County but in different school zones:

If a child®& parents physically reside in separate residences located in different
residential attendance zones or the child®& parents are divorced or otherwise living
separate and apart under court order and the child rotates between the parents 6
residences, the child shall be enrolled in and attend the school zoned for the
residence of the parent in which the child physically resides (stays) for 51% or
more of the time. If the actual physical rotation is 50/50 and the parents reside in
separate residential attendance zones, the school of enroliment shall be selected
by the parents. If there is no court order, the parents @eclaration of primary
residence should be accepted.

For Enrollment: The parent with whom the student is going to be residing during
the school year shall show proof of residency along with the other items required
for registration.

3. Alegal parent not living in Okeechobee County (resides in another county,
out of state, or out of the country) requesting that the student reside
with a parent living in Okeechobee County:

The parent residing in Okeechobee County shall show proof of residency along
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with the other items required for registration.

4. A parent residing in Okeechobee County relinquishing formal legal
custody of his/her student to someone (i.e., aunt, friend, grandparent, etc.)
residing in a different school zone:

For Enrollment: This requires the person with whom the parents request the
student to live with obtain temporary custody. A notarized letter from the
parents stating the extenuating circumstances, which, by ordinary and
reasonable standards, precludes the parent from actually caring for the student
must accompany this request.

5. A parent NOT residing in Okeechobee County requesting that his/her
student reside with someone other than a parent, (i.e., aunt, friend,
grandparent, etc.) and there is no parent living in the district:

For Enrollment: This requires the person with whom the parents request the
student to live with obtain temporary custody. A notarized letter from the
parents stating the extenuating circumstances, which, by ordinary and
reasonable standards, precludes the parent from actually caring for the student
must accompany this request.

6. Students who have been expelled or recommended for expulsion in another
school district:

The Okeechobee County School Board will uphold the expulsion of a student
from another school district.

7. Students who have been assignhed to or recommended for assignment to an
alternative school in another school district:

The Superintendent has the authority to assign a student to an alternative
educational placement when such placement has been made or recommended
in another school district.

C. HOMELESS STUDENTS/FAMILIES IN NEED (FIN)

Homeless students, including homeless unaccompanied youth are permitted to enroll in
the The School District of Okeechobee County and must not be placed in a separate
school or program within a school based on their homeless status. Homeless children
and youth are provided services comparable to those offered to other students enrolled
in OCSB to ensure they have an equal opportunity to meet student academic
achievement standards. All homeless students are eligible for free breakfast and
lunch.

Homeless students may choose to attend the school they attended at the time they
became homeless. Those students who elect to do this shall be provided transportation
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if needed. As an alternative, homeless students may choose to enroll in the school
zoned for the attendance area where they reside.

Regardless of which school a homeless student chooses to attend, he/she shall be
permitted to immediately enroll, even if the student is unable to produce records normally
required for enrollment. This includes, but is not limited to, records such as: previous
academic records, immunizations, medical records, and proof of residency. The enrolling
school must immediately contact the school last attended by the homeless student to
obtain relevant records. The student has 30 days to produce these documents after
enroliment. If the student needs immunization records, the enrolling school shall
immediately refer the student to the school nurse or school social worker for assistance.

For Enrollment: Refer to OCSB Homeless Students (Families in Need) Policy found
under Chapter 5.00: Students 5.27.

D. TRANSFERS/WITHDRAWALS

1. Within Okeechobee County Schools:
Parents will be expected to formally withdraw their child from a previous school
before enrolling at another Okeechobee County public school. The sending school
will provide the parent with a copy of the DH680/immunization record from the
Student Information System, withdrawal form, report card copy, and transcript. If
there are extenuating circumstances, the principal may deal with this process on an
individual basis.
For Enrollment: The Student Services Office must approve all zone waiver
requests.

2. In-State/Out-of-State Transfers:
Any student who transfers from an in-state public or nonpublic school or out-of-state
public or nonpublic school shall be admitted upon presentation of the following data:

a. an official letter or transcript from a proper school authority which shows a record
of attendance, academic information, and grade placement of the student;

b. proof of immunization;

c. proof of date of birth; and

d. proof of a medical examination completed within the last twelve months (first time
entry to Florida Public Schools only).

3. State Uniform Transfer of Students in the Middle Grades 6A-1.09942
The purpose of this rule is to establish uniform procedures relating to the acceptance
of transfer work and courses for students entering Florida& public schools
composed of middle grades 6, 7, and 8 from out of state or out of country. The
procedures shall be as follows:

a. Grades earned and offered for acceptance shall be based on official transcripts and
shall be accepted at face value subject to validation if required by the receiving
school s@ccreditation. If validation of the official transcript is deemed necessary,
or if the student does not possess an official transcript or is a home education
student, successful completion of courses shall be validated through performance
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during the first grading period as outlined in subsection (b) of this rule.

b. Validation of courses shall be based on performance in classes at the receiving
school. A student transferring into a school shall be placed at the appropriate
sequential course level and should be passing each required course at the end of
the first grading period. Students who do not meet this requirement shall have
courses validated using the Alternative Validation Procedure, as outlined in
subsection (c) of this rule.

c. Alternative Validation Procedure i If validation based on performance as
described above is not satisfactory, then any one of the following alternatives
identified in the district student progression plan shall be used for validation
purposes as determined by the teacher, principal, and parent:

1) Portfolio evaluation by the superintendent or designee;
2) Demonstrated performance in courses taken at other public or private
accredited schools;
3) Demonstrated proficiencies on nationally-normed standardized subject
4) area assessments;
5) Demonstrated satisfactory achievement proficiencies on the FSA; or
6) Written review of the criteria used for a given subject provided by the
former school .
Students must be provided at least ninety (90) days from date of transfer to
prepare for assessments outlined in paragraphs ¢ (3) and (4) of this rule if

required.

4. Neither the student nor parent(s) reside within Okeechobee County and
the student wishes to transfer into a The School District of Okeechobee
County while maintaining residence outside of the county:

Any student transferring from another school in the United States may be given a
30-day temporary exemption until the certification of a school entry physical
examination can be obtained from the previous school. If the record cannot be
obtained from the previous school wit hi
responsibility to provide such a copy. Any student from out-of-state must present an
up-to-date Form 680 at the time of enrollment

5. Grade Placement:
When a student transfers into a The School District of Okeechobee County from a
public or nonpublic schooal, it will be the responsibility of the principal of the previous
school to determine grade level placement. From a home education program it
will be the responsibility of the principal or the principa b @lesignee of the
receiving school to assess the student& achievement level.
The principal shall have the final decision regarding student placement.
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II. MIDDLE SCHOOL INSTRUCTION
Secondary schools are primarily designed to serve students in grades 6-12. Students
promoted from the 8" grade will have the necessary academic skills for success in high
school, and students graduating from high school will have the necessary skills for
success in the workplace and postsecondary education. The mission of the middle grades
is to prepare students for successful completion of rigorous courses in high school.

A. REGULAR PROGRAM - GENERAL PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

Student Performance Standards

The School District of Okeechobee County provides instruction in all required course
standards and has instructional plans aligned to the course standards in the areas of
English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. Teachers instruct
using the instructional plans and a school wide system of progress monitoring is
used to support students with identified deficiencies. Student progression is based
upon mastering the standards in each course as evidenced by student grades on
the student® report card as well as formative data obtained from progress
monitoring and summative data obtained from a student& performance on the
statewide, standardized assessment program.

1. Middle school students in The School District of Okeechobee
County shall receive instruction in the following subjects:

a. three middle grades or higher courses in mathematics; each middle school
shall offer an accelerated math curriculum that includes Algebra |, and
Geometry for high school credit. Middle grades students enrolled in Algebra
| or Geometry must take the EOC assessment which constitutes 30% of the
student® semester grades in the course. Students must earn a satisfactory
score on the Algebra | EOC in order to earn a standard high school diploma.
Beginning in the 2014-2015 school year, students who select the Schola r
diploma pathway must earn a satisfactory level or above on the Geometry
EOC assessment. High school credit will be determined by the semester
grades earned in the course.

b. three middle grades or higher courses in English language arts (ELA) which
shallinclude experiences in reading, writing, speaking, listening and language.

c. three middle grades or higher courses in science which shall include
instruction in life science, earth science, and physical science.

d. three middle grades or higher courses in social studies which shall include the
study of government, economics, geography, and history (including world,
United States and Florida history). Middle school students are required to take
at least a one semester civics education course that includes roles and
responsibilities of federal, state, and local governments; the structures and
functions of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government;
and the meaning and significance of historical documents, such as the Articles
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of Confederation, the Declaration of Independence, and the Constitution of
the United States. Middle grades students enrolled in Civics must take the
Civics EOC assessment, which constitutes 30% of the student® semester
grades in the course.

Students that transfer into a public middle school from out of county, out of
state, private school or a home education program after the start of the second
semester of 8" grade are exempt from the Civics requirement for promotion
from the middle grades if the student® transcript documents passage of three
courses in social studies or two yearlong courses in social studies that include
coverage of Civics education.

e. the equivalent of one class period per day of physical education for one
semester of each year is required for students enrolled in grades 6 through 8.
Students enrolled in such instruction shall be reported through the periodic
student membership surveys, and records of such enrollment shall be audited
pursuant to Florida Statutes 1010.305. Such instruction may be provided by
any instructional personnel as defined in Florida Statutes 1012.01(2),
regardless of certification, who are designated by the school principal. The
requirementin subsection Il. A.6 (f) shall be waived for a student who meets one
of the following criteria:

(1) The student is enrolled or required to enroll in a remedial course;

(2) The parent requests in writing by completing the waiver request form and
submitting to the principal that the student enroll in another enrichment or
elective course; or

(3) The parent indicates in writing by completing the waiver request form and
submitting to the principal that the student is participating in physical
activities outside the school day which are equal to or in excess of the
mandated requirement.

Students who waive the physical education requirement will be enrolled in an
enrichment or elective course offered by the school. Placement will be made
at the discretion of the principal and on a space available basis. Parents will
be advised of these options before scheduling the student to participate in
physical education. This type of exception must be renewed annually.

2. Scheduling Practices

Design of the school sdbmaster schedule reflects flexible options based upon
student course requests. Students who demonstrate academic needs in the
areas of English language arts (ELA) and mathematics may be provided support
classes to accelerate student growth. Determination of student needs will be
done on a case-hy-case basis by the principal to best meet the academic learning
needs of the student. For exceptional education students, other than gifted,
the IEP team will determine remediation strategies to meet the individual needs
of the student.

3. Student Support Opportunities
The district® comprehensive program for student progression uses multiple
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data sources, including, student grades, teacher input, ongoing progress
monitoring and state assessment results to monitor each student& response to
implemented interventions. The areas of academic need and intervention
strategies are defined through a Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS)
process.

B. ADVANCED COURSES

Advanced course work at the middle grades level is offered in mathematics (grades
6, 7, and 8). Advanced courses are open for enrollment to any student who desires
to self-select a more rigorous and challenging curriculum. Students who choose to
enroll in advanced classes must commit, in writing, to doing the additional tasks
and assignments associated with the more intensive curriculum. Students who
fail to maintain a 2.0 average over two consecutive nine-week grading periods in
an advanced course may be exited from that course.

Each middle school will provide additional academic support to assist students who
are in jeopardy of being exited from an advanced class for failure to sustain the
minimum performance expectations.

C. MONITORING STUDENT PROGRESS

Each student must participate in the statewide, standardized assessment program
required by Florida Statutes 1008.22. Each student who does not achieve a Level 3
or above on the statewide, standardized English language arts assessment, or on
the statewide, standardized mathematics assessment, or the Algebra |
EOCassessment must be evaluated to determine the nature of the student's
difficulty, the areas of academic need, and strategies for providing academic
supports to improve the student's performance.

A student who is not meeting the school district or state requirements for satisfactory
performance in English language arts and mathematics must be covered by one of
the following plans:

1. A federally required student plan such as an individual education plan;

2. A school wide system of progress monitoring for all students. A student who scores
Level 4 or above on the English language arts and mathematics assessments may
be exempted from participation by the principal.

3. Anindividualized progress monitoring plan. As required by the district reading plan,
MTSS teams will systematically monitor and review student datain order
to make decisions about interventions and instruction.

As required by Florida Statutes 1001.42 (18) an early warning system for student in
grades K-8 is used to identify students who need additional support to improve
academic performance and stay engaged in school.

D. SUPPLEMENTAL AND INTENSIVE INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT

Students in grades 6 through 8 who are not demonstrating satisfactory progress
may be enrolled in an acceleration support program during the school day for
the purpose of providing immediate instructional support. Principals may assign
students to any one or all of the following accelerationsupport programs.
Students assigned to these programs will remain in placement until they have
demonstrated satisfactory performance as determined by a school wide system of
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progress monitoring.

1. Intensive Reading
Students who do not meet the requirements for satisfactory performance in
English language arts, may be enrolled the following year in an accelerated
reading support program. Middle grades students two or more years below
grade level may be enrolled into a double block of reading to accelerate
foundational skills.

2. Intensive Mathematics
Students who do not meet the requirements for satisfactory performance in
mathematics, may be enrolled the following year in an accelerated mathematics
support program designed to develop a deeper understanding of math concepts
and to advance student learning.

E. ACADEMICALLY CHALLENGING CURRICULUM TO ENHANCE LEARNING
(ACCEL)/ VERTICAL ACCELERATION

Each school must offer the following ACCEL options: whole-grade and midyear
promotion; subject matter acceleration and virtual instruction in higher grade-level
subjects. Additional ACCEL options may include, but are not limited to enriched
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) coursework; enrichment
programs; flexible grouping; advanced academic courses, combined classes; self-
paced instruction and advanced-content instruction. The principal, after
consultation with the parent/guardian, guidance counselors, teachers and the
Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services shall determine if placement in
an above-grade level course offered by The School District of Okeechobee County
or grade level acceleration is appropriate. Factors considered in making this
placement decision shall include, but not be limited to, the student®& academic
history, standardized test performance, current nine weeks exam performance, the
student s@ttendance and conduct record.

Placement decisions shall be made on a case-by-case basis and the decision of the
principal is final. All placement decisions shall be made on an annual basis and
students shall be required to petition the principal each year they wish to enrollin above
grade level courses

If a student participates in an ACCEL option pursuant to a parent®& request, a
performance contract must be executed by the student, the parent, and the principal.

If a principal initiates a student& participation in an ACCEL option, the student®
parent must be notified. A performance contract is not required when a principal
initiates participation but may be used at the discretion of the principal.

I1l. MIDDLE SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
All students must participate in the statewide assessment tests required by Florida

Statutes 1008.22. For exceptional education students, other than gifted, the IEP team will
make recommendations for accommodations students are to receive as part of regular

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY

34



STUDENT PROGRESSION PLAN

classroom instruction on the statewide assessment.

Middle School Sate Standardized Assesaments

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Grade 6 - Erglish Language Grade 7 - ErglishLanguage Grade 8 - Erglish Language
Arts Horida Sandards Arts Horida Sandards Arts Horida Sandards
Assesment Assesment Assesment

Grade 8 - Math HRorida

7 - Math Hori
Grade a orida Standards Assesnent OR

Grade 6 - Math Horida Standards Assesnent OR
Algebra 1End of Gourse
Standards Assesnent Algebra 1End of Gourse
Assesment OR Geometry End
Assesment
of Course Assesment
CivicEndof Course Grade 8 - Staewide Seence
Assesment Assesment

Parents will receive an annual report of their student® progress toward achieving state and district
expectations for satisfactory achievement levels on standardized state assessments.

IV. SPECIAL PROGRAMS

A. ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS PLAN (ESOL)

The ESOL program is designed to meet the immediate linguistic needs, of the English
Language Learner (ELL), as well as the academic needs of students whose native
language is other than English and who are not proficient in the English
language. The instruction shall be designed to develop the student& mastery of the
four language skills, including listening, speaking, reading, and writing as rapidly as
possible. The students are served by the program as determined by the established
criteria, receiving instruction as described by the English Language Learners Plan
which is approved by the Florida Department of Education and the School Board of
Okeechobee County.

All ELL students must meet state requirements (Rule 6A-6.903) to be exited from the
program. If a student has been exited from the ESOL program and is not performing
satisfactory in the regular classes, he/she may be re-classified and placed back into the
ESOL program within the two year monitoring period.

B. EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION
Services are available for children with vision and hearing disabilities from birth to
age 2 and all students with disabilities ages 3 through the semester in which they
turn 22 Students who are gifted may receive services from kindergarten through
grade 12. These services are described in the Exceptional Student Education Policies
and Procedures (SP&P) which is approved by the Florida Department of Education and
the School Board of Okeechobee County. Refer tothe Exceptional Student Education
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Section of the Student Progression Plan for further information.
V. GRADING PROCEDURES

A. REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS
1. The school year is divided into four nine-week grading periods. A progress report
will be available for each student in all subjects at the mid-point of each nine-week
grading period. Thereafter, until the end of each grading period, teachers will
notify parents/guardians if the student& performance drops significantly.

2. Student 6 s De c rAeaference with th@ paaemteshould be held when
there is a marked difference in student achievement from the previous reporting
period, such as a decrease of more than one letter grade. Conferring with
parents is encouraged beyond the minimum conferencing provisions of this
policy. Students or parents have the right and responsibility to be informed of
student grades at all times. Teachers shall be given reasonable time to respond
to the student or parent. The classroom or subject teacher has the initial and
primary authority to assign grades.

3. Guidelines to review, modify, or to appeal a grade are listed below:

Step 1: Parents, student or both will request a conference with the teacher who
assigned the grade. The teacher will explain how the grade was assigned.
Step 2: In the event satisfaction is not reached at step one, by all parties; they
may appeal to the principal. Parents, student and teacher will present all
information to the principal. After hearing all sides, the principal will make a

4. decision.
Step 3: In the event satisfaction is not reached at step two by all parties, they
may appeal to the Superintendent of Schools. The process in step two will be
repeated. The superintendent wi || mak e
decision will be final.

B. SECONDARY GRADING -- MIDDLE SCHOOL
1. Upon completion of each nine-week grading period, a report card will be issued.

The report card will depict the student® grade that is based on his/her academic
performance in each class that reflects examinations as well as written papers,
class participation, and other academic performance criteria, the student 6 s
performance or nonperformance at his/her grade level. The report card will
include information about the student® conduct and attendance. The final report
card will contain a statement indicating promotion, assignment, or retention.
Florida Statutes 1003.437 requires the grading system and interpretation of
letter grades used in grades 6 through 12 be as follows:
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The following is the grading system for The School District of
Okeechobee County, grades 6-12.

Letter Grade | Percentage Range GPA Value Definition

A 90-100 4 Outstanding Progress
B 80-89 3 Above Average

C 70-79 2 Average Progress
D 60-69 1 Lowest Acceptable
F 0-59 0 Failure

| Incomplete
NG No Grade

*GPA Value=Grade Point Average (GPA) Value
No plus or minus marks will appear on the report card.

2. As part of a district wide system of monitoring student progress, mid-quarter and
end-of-quarter exams will be administered to students enrolled in language arts
and mathematics. The nine-week grade in all other courses wil be
determined by the work completed by the student during that grading period.

3. Beginning with the 2015-16 school year, middle school students enrolled in
courses for high school credit shall be graded in accordance with the provisions
of Section IIl.B. of the High School Student Progression Plan (Secondary
Grading-High School) Each nine-week course grade will be counted as
50% of the semester grade. The student& semester grades in courses with state
mandated End of Course assessments will be calculated as follows: 70%
based on student course work and 30% based on the EOC score. The
grading plan will be communicated to the student and parent at the beginning of
the course.

4. The cumulative year-to-date GPA is determined by averaging the semester grade
for each course.

5. All courses taken in a middle grades student® schedule, including courses taken
for high school credit, shall be calculated into the student® cumulative year-to-date
GPA.

6. Virtual School course grades shall be included in the calculation of a middle grades
student® cumulative year-to-date GPA. Courses taken with My District Virtual
School must be completed by the end of the academic year to be included in the
student® year-to-date cumulative GPA.

7. For Mathematics, social studies and science at middle school, Skyward
gradebook will be divided into four categories, weighted as follows: Tests (40%),
Quizzes (30%), Classwork (20%) and Homework (10%). For English Language
Arts, Skyward gradebook will be divided into four categories as follows: reading
(50%), writing (25%), grammar/language (15%), spelling (10%),
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8. Grade Weighting: High school honors courses taken during middle grades shall
be weighted for the purpose of calculating middle grades GP As6 Grade
weighted high school credit honors courses taken at the middle grades level shall
also have the weighted grade applied to the calculation of the high school GPA
when the student enters high school.

VI. MAKE-UP ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS FOR ABSENCES

Regardless of whether an absence is excused or unexcused, students are required to
make up all coursework and assessments missed during the period of nonattendance.
Immediately upon returning to class, it is the responsibility of the student to obtain
missed coursework, confirm corresponding dates for completion, and schedule missed
assessments. Students shall earn full credit for all short-term assignments, long-term
assignments, tests, and quizzes made up within the reasonable time limits established by
the teacher.

Partial credit shall be given for assignments not completed within the time limits
established by the teacher.

1. Short-Term Assignments

a. Short-term assignments are those assignments given less than five (5) school
days in advance of a student& absence.

b. Full credit will be given for those short-term assignments turned in within the
reasonable time limits set by the teacher, which shall be no less than the
number of days the student was absent, plus one (1) additional day

c. Partial credit will be given for those short-term assignments turned in after the due
date. The teacher will grade short-term assignments turned in late. After the
letter grade for the assignment has been determined, the teacher may reduce
it by no more than one (1) letter grade for every day the assignment was turned
in late.

2. Long-Term Assignments

a. Long-term assignments are those assignments given five (5) or more school
days in advance of astudent 6 s nca.b s e

b. Unless exempted from this requirement by the principal or the principa & 6
designee, in consultation with the teacher, long-term assignments are due on
the assigned date for full credit.

Cc. Partial credit will be given for those long-term assignments turned in after the
due date. The teacher will grade long-term assignments turned in late. After
the letter grade for the assignment has been determined, the grade shall be
reduced by one letter grade for every day the assignment was turned in late.

3. Tests and Quizzes

a. Students are required to make-up tests and quizzes missed during an
absence. At a minimum, students have no less than the number of days they were
absent, plus one (1) additional day, to make-up tests and quizzes missed during an
absence. The time and place for the make-up is the decision of the teacher. The
teacher® decision on make-up schedules shall be final.

b. The teacher may administer an alternate form test or quiz to assess competency
or mastery of subject matter. There shall be no academic penalty imposed for tests
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and quizzes completed within the reasonable time period set by the teacher.
However, if a student fails to make up the test or quiz within the reasonable time
period established by the teacher, then the teacher may impose a reasonable
academic penalty.

4. Exams
Exams must be made up within the reasonable time limits established by the teacher,
at minimum, the number of days absent plus one (1) additional day. The teacher may
administer an alternate exam to assess competency or mastery of subject matter.
The teacher® decision on make-up schedules shall be final.

VII. Late Work

Late work is defined as work that was not turned in on time even though the student was
present when the assignment was due. Late work shall not be granted full credit. Late work
shall be accepted for one day from the due date unless otherwise extended by the teacher or
by accommodati ons o f hestident valltracelve notledsthah B® .of the
earned credit for the assignment. Honors and Advanced Placement courses that have a
contract that includes a policy regarding late work will be exempt from the Late Work section
of Student Progression. Parents and students will be required to review and sign the contract
prior to placement in these courses. Dual Enrollment courses are also exempt from this
section and the policies and procedures dictated by the postsecondary institution where they
are enrolled will be followed. These procedures will be listed in the syllabus provided to the
students at the beginning of each dual enrollment course. This deadline may be extended
with the approval of the teacher or principal.

VIII.MIDDLE SCHOOL GRADE PLACEMENT

Promotion, assignment, or retention will occur at the completion of the regular school year,
or after the completion of a grading period in the subsequent school year, when appropriate.
Student progression from one grade to another is based on mastery of standards in English
language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. The final decision for grade
placement is the responsibility of the principal. For exceptional students with disabilities on
Alternate Assessment, refer to Section V. in the Exceptional Education section of the Student

Progression Plan.

A. PROMOTION
Middle grades students must earn passing grades in ELA, math, science, and social
studies for three grading periods of the school year (three out of four quarters per
course).
Students who do not pass three grading periods of a course shall be retained.

Supplemental and accelerated instructional support can be provided in the next grade
level to students who did not demonstrate satisfactory performance.

B. ASSIGNMENT
Students may not be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that
constitute social promotion. Students who do not meet the criteria for promotion may be
assigned to the next higher grade by the principal after due consideration of relevant
factors which may include but are not limited to:
1. input from the student® parent, teachers, and counselor;
2. successful student participation in supplemental or accelerated instruction;
3. other planned interventions.
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I
nformation will be placed in the student& cumulative folder by the principal supporting the

rationale for a student& assignment to the next grade level.

C. RETENTION
A student who has not been promoted or assigned is retained. A student who is
retained must be in or placed in the MTSS process.

D. PUBLIC REPORTING (Elorida Statutes 100220 and 1008.25)

Each district school board must annually publish in the local newspaper, and report in
writing to the State Board of Education by September 1 of each year, the following
information on the prior school year:

1. The provisions of this section relating to public school student progression and the
district school board® policies and procedures on student retention and promotion.

2. By grade, the number and percentage of all students in grades 3 through 10
performing at levels 1 and 2 on the English language arts portion of the standardized
state assessment.

3. Bygrade, the number and percentage of all students retained in grades 3 through 10.

4. Information on the total number of students who were promoted for good cause, by
each category of good cause.

5. Any revisions to the district school board& policy on student retention and
promotion from the prior year.

These requirements are subject to change pending updates from the Florida Department of
Education.

IX. HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT

1. Middle school students may enroll in courses for high school credit on a space
available basis when the courses are offered at their middle school.

2. Middle school students enrolled in a high school credit course may not drop the
course or transfer into a lower level course after the completion of the first nine-
weeks grading period.

3. Grade Forgiveness i Middle school students who take any high school course for
high school credit and earn a grade of ACg fDQ or fF @r the equivalent of fiCQ fDQ
or f-qg shall be allowed to retake the same or a comparable course and replace
the grade with a grade of ACo or higher, or the equivalent of a grade of ACo or
higher, earned in the course.

Middle school students who earn a grade of fiA0 or fBoin a high school credit
course are not eligible for grade forgiveness.

Middle school students who earn a grade of ACoin Algebra | Honors may retake
the same course for the purpose of grade forgiveness and, at the same time, enroll
in the Geometry Honors course for high school credit.

In all cases of grade forgiveness, only the new grade shall be used in the
calculation of the student& grade point average. However, all courses completed
by a student remain a part of the student® cumulative record and will appear on the
high school transcript. Any course not replaced according to this forgiveness policy
shall be included in the calculation of the cumulative grade point average required
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for graduation.

4. Grade Weighting i High school honors courses taken during middle school shall
be weighted. Grade weighted high school credit courses taken at the middle school
level shall also have the weighted grade applied to the calculation of the high school
GPA when the student enters high school and will receive the same weighting
ascourses taken on a high school campus.

5. High School courses taken prior to the 9" grade may be used to meet the core
course requirement for the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) if the
course appears on the high school transcript with a grade and a credit and the
course is on the high schoo bk d@pproved list of NCAA courses.

6. High school credit for courses successfully completed by middle school students
shall be awarded upon completion of middle school and official entry into high
school.

7. All courses taken at the middle grades level for high school credit shall be graded
in accordance with the provisions of Section IIl.B. of the High School Student
Progression Plan (Secondary Grading-High School). Each nine-week grade will
be counted as 50% of the semester grade. The student® semester grades in
courses with state mandated End of Course assessments will be calculated as
follows: 70% based on student course work and 30% based on the EOC score.
The grading plan will be communicated to the student and parent at the beginning
of the course.

8. Credits are recorded on an official high school transcript from where the student
was officially enrolled.

9. Virtual Courses for High School Credit - Parents of middle school students who
want their child to take a high school credited course via virtual school shall
inform the guidance counselor at the middle school the student attends and be
approved by the middle school principal and the Director of Student Services.

10. Information concerning the three-year and four-year high school graduation options
will be provided to middle school students and parents so they may select the
program that best fits their needs.

X.  EXCEPTIONS
Individual student exceptions (under highly unusual circumstances) can be made to the
Middle School Student Progression Plan. These exceptions will be made only with the
approval of the principal and the Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services.
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SECONDARY EDUCATION
HIGH SCHOOL
(GRADES 9-12)

ADMISSION, ENROLLMENT, AND TRANSFERS

A. ADMISSION
The following policies for admission to The School District of Okeechobee County are
in effect for all students in Okeechobee County.

1. First Entry to the State of Florida Schools:

Before admitting a student to Florida schools for the first time, the school must have

received the following documents as required by Florida Statutes:

a. proof of date of birth for students; (For acceptable alternates to birth certificates
see Florida Statutes 1003.21(4).

b. a certificate showing a physical examination with at least three components
performed within one year prior to enrollment (height, weight, blood pressure,
etc.)

c. a valid Florida Certificate of Immunization (DH680) transcribed by a health
professional.

d. kindergarten through 6th grade immunizations required for entry:

(1) 4-5 doses of DTP or DTap (If the 4" dose is administered after the 4™
birthday, a 5" dose is not required,;

(2) 3-5 doses of Polio (according to age at time of final dose);

(3) 2 doses of MMR,;

(4) 2 doses of Varivax or documentation of chicken pox disease;

(5) 3 doses of Hepatitis B.

e. T7ththrough 12" grade:

(1) 4-5 doses of DTP or DTap (If the 4" dose is administered after the 4™
birthday, a 5" dose is not required);

(2) 3-4 doses of Polio (final dose must be administered after 4"

birthday

(3) 2 doses of MMR,;

(4) 2-3 dose series of Hepatitis B (according to age of administration);

(5) 1 dose of Varivax or documentation of chicken pox disease

(6) 7" and 8" graders i 2 doses of Varivax

(7) Tdap booster.

Any student transferring from another school in the United States may be given a 30-
day temporary exemption until the certification of a school entry physical examination
can be obtained from the previous school. If the record cannot be obtained from the
previous school within this time fr ame,
copy. Any student from out-of-state must present an up-to-date Form 680 at the time
of enroliment
f. the Superintendent may require evidence of the age of any child whom he or
she believes not to be within the limits of compulsory attendance as provided
for by law (Elorida Statutes 1003.21) such as:
(1) a valid/official birth record
(2) Social Security card
(3) copy of final transcript

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY

42



STUDENT PROGRESSION PLAN

2. Upon initial admission or entry from one attendance zone to another in The
School District of Okeechobee County, evidence of residence and date of birth
must be presented to the receiving school. All addresses are subject to
verification by the School Board. The following documents shall be required:

a. owned residence

(1) copy of the recorded deed (or agreement for deed), or a certified copy
of the declaration of homestead exemption, and

(2) a copy of a current electric bill or initial order for service; and

(3) one of the following current documents:
(a) auto registration
(b) drive r license
(c) voter® registration
(d) Florida ID

b. rented or leased residence:

(1) copy of current lease, rental agreement, or a notarized letter from
the landlord, and

(2) copy of a current electric bill or initial order for service; and

(3) one of the following current
documents:
(a) auto registration
(b) drive r license
(c) voter® registration
(d) Florida ID

c. non-primary owner or renter (families living with families):
A Verification of Residency Form must be completed by primary and
non- primary owner or renter. This form is for one school year only.

d. if applicable, legal documents, i.e. a copy of current judgment of divorce
(dissolution of marriage) or other court order establishing the right of
custody should be presented at time of enroliment.

3. Verifying Residence
All addresses and changes of addresses are subject to verification by the School
Board. All student residence addresses and all documents submitted for
verification are subject to validation by district staff. When a change of address
occurs after initial enrollment, verification of the new residence is required.
Changing high school attendance zones may affect athletic eligibility according
to the rules and regulations of the FHSAA.
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The School Board reserves the authority to verify enrollment information provided by
a parent or parents and to reassign a student on the basis of its investigative
determination. A student who is found to be attending an out-of-zone in-county
school as the result of giving false or misleading information at registration, shall
immediately be transferred to the school serving the student® residential
attendance zone or withdrawn and advised to enroll in the appropriate school in

their county of legal residence. Any disagreement regarding the investigative finding
will be reviewed by the Director of Student Services. Any disagreement regarding a
determination that a student is a bona fide resident of a county other than
Okeechobee may be contested as provided by law.

Florida Statutes 837.06 provides that whoever knowingly makes a false statement in
writing with the intent to mislead a public servant in the performance of his official duty
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree.

4. Divorced/Separated Parents:
a. divorced parents:
ONE or more of the following documents:
(1) certified copy of final judgment of divorce
(2) court custody order/parenting plan
(3) court guardianship order
(4) other such document establishing the right of custody
b. separated parents:
A notarized statement that the child actually lives in the home of the parent
designated in the child® school records as the residential parent or parent
with whom the student resides.

5. Entry to OCSB from Public or Private Schools within the State
Before admission to Okeechobee County schools from other Florida counties, a
student must have a current Florida Certificate of Immunization on file in the
Okeechobee County school in which they are enrolling. If a student has ever been in
a Florida public or private school anytime throughout his/her school career, a new
physical exam is not required for entry.

7. Denial of Admission or Continued Enrollment with Reference to Appropriate

Alternative(s)

The School District of Okeechobee County is committed to provide students with
appropriate educational services through thirteen years from the date of their
kindergarten entrance. Services may be provided at the discretion of the principal for a
student who is on schedule to graduate by the end of an additional (fourteenth) year.
Students who are 18 years old at the time of enrollment must have earned a minimum
12 high school credits and have a GPA of no less than 1.50. Any full time Exceptional
Education student may be exempt from this policy. All Exceptional Education students
are to be regulated by the existing state statutes.

Services are available for exceptional education students through the semester in which
they turn 22 or they earn a standard diploma.

In any instance consistent with the previous provision that admission or continued
enroliment is denied, school personnel shall make recommendations for appropriate

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY

44



STUDENT PROGRESSION PLAN

alternatives that would provide the student with a means to continue his/her education.

8. Admission of Home Education or Private School Students for Co-Enrollment in a
Secondary School
Students who are participating in a home education program in accordance with section
1002.41 Florida Statutes, or who are enrolled in a private school may be admitted to
the public schools in this district on a space available basis. The child seeking entry
must meet the same registration requirements as full-time students.

Such students must register for all classes prior to the start of the semester they will
attend. Full-time students will be given priority in course registration. Home
education/private school students who are excluded from a class/course at their zoned
school due to space limitations may be assigned to another school within the district
transfer guidelines if space in that class/course is available. Students who are
participating in a home education program in accordance with 1002.20(b) Florida
Statutes, may participate in extracurricular activities. Participation is on a space
available basis and students must meet the same registration requirements as full-time
students.

Exceptional students will be provided services as required by law. Students with
disabilities who are parentally placed in a home private school in Okeechobee County
may receive ESE services based on a Service Plan, not an IEP (Individual
Education Plan), developed by the serving school. (K-12 only)

The Board is not responsible for the transportation of students in a home education
program/private school to or from the school. The school principal will establish the
time and place for arrival and departure of these students. Students who are co-enrolled
are subject to all applicable rules and regulations pertaining to full- time students.

B. ENROLLMENT GUIDELINES

A minor child® residence is that of the child& parent or parents. A child residing in
Okeechobee County, Florida must be enrolled in and attend the public school that
serves the child® residential attendance zone, unless otherwise authorized by
participation in Controlled Open Enroliment, ESE school assignment, the appropriate
district level administrator, disciplinary assignment under the Student Conduct and
Discipline Code, assignment by the School Board fin lieu of expulsiong a fho contact
orde r éntered by a court of competent jurisdiction, or assignment by the
Superintendent/designee.

The following guidelines govern the enrollment of students into the high schools of
Okeechobee County, Florida:

1. Any student who has been officially promoted or assigned to grade 9 will
be admitted to high school.

2. Both parents residing in Okeechobee County but in different school zones:
If a child® parents physically reside in separate residences located in different
residential attendance zones or the child& parents are divorced or otherwise living
separate and apart under court order and the child rotates between the parents 6
residences, the child shall be enrolled in and attend the school zoned for the
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residence of the parent in which the child physically resides (stays) for 51% or more
of the time. If the actual physical rotation is 50/50 and the parents reside in separate

residential attendance zones, the school of enroliment shall be selected by the

parents. If there is no court order, the parents @declaration of primary residence
should be accepted.

For Enrollment: The parent with whom the student is going to be residing during
the school year shall show proof of residency along with the other items required
for registration.

3. A legal parent not living in Okeechobee County (resides in another county,
out of state, or out of the country) requesting that the student reside with a
parent living in Okeechobee County

The parent residing in Okeechobee County shall show proof of residency along with
the other items required for registration.

4. A parent residing in Okeechobee County relinquishing formal legal custody
of his/her student to someone other than the parent (i.e., aunt,
friend, grandparent, etc.) residing in a different school zone.

For Enrollment: This requires the person with whom the parents request the
student to live with to obtain temporary custody. A notarized letter from the
parents stating the extenuating circumstances, which, by ordinary and reasonable
standards, precludes the parent from actually caring for the student must
accompany this request.

5. A parent NOT residing in Okeechobee County requesting that his/her
student reside with someone other than a parent, (i.e., aunt, friend,
grandparent, etc.), and there is no parent living in the district

For Enrollment: This requires the person with whom the parents request the
student to live with to obtain temporary custody. A notarized letter from the
parents stating the extenuating circumstances, which, by ordinary and reasonable
standards, precludes the parent from actually caring for the student must
accompany this request.

6. Students who have been expelled or recommended for expulsion in another
school district

The Okeechobee County School Board will uphold the expulsion of a student from
another school district.

Students who have been assigned to or recommended for assignment to and
alternative school in another school district

The Superintendent has the authority to assign a student to alternative educational
placement when such placement has been made or recommended in another school
district.
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For Enrollment: The student must apply to Director of Student Services for entry into
the School District of Okeechobee County.

C. HOMELESS STUDENTS/FAMILIES IN NEED (FIN)

Homeless students, including homeless unaccompanied youth, are permitted to enroll in
the School District of Okeechobee County. and must not be placed in a separate school
or program within a school based on their homeless status.

Homeless children and youth are be provided services comparable to those offered to
other students enrolled in OCSB to ensure they have an equal opportunity to meet
student academic achievement standards. All homeless students are eligible for free
breakfast and lunch.

Homeless students may choose to attend the school they attended at the time they
became homeless. Those students who elect to do this shall be provided transportation
if needed. As an alternative, homeless students may choose to enroll in the school
zoned for the attendance area where they reside.

Regardless of which school a homeless student chooses to attend, he/she shall be
permitted to immediately enroll, even if the student is unable to produce records normally
required for enrollment. This includes, but is not limited to, records such as: previous
academic records, immunizations, medical records, and proof of residency. The enrolling
school must immediately contact the school last attended by the homeless student to
obtain relevant records. The student has 30 days to produce these documents after
enrollment. If the student needs immunization records, the enrolling school shall
immediately refer the student to the school nurse or school social worker for assistance.

For Enrollment: Refer to OCSB Homeless Students (Families in Need ) Policy found
under Chapter 5.00: Students 5.18.

D. TRANSFERS

1. Within Okeechobee County Schools
Parents will be expected to formally withdraw their child from a previous school before
enrolling at another Okeechobee County public school.

2. In-State/Out-of-State Transfers
Any student who transfers from an in-state public or nonpublic school or out-of-state
public or nonpublic school shall be admitted upon presentation of the following data:

a. an official letter or transcript from a proper school authority which
shows a record of attendance, academic information, and grade
placement of the student;

b. proof of immunization;

c. proof of date of birth; and

d. proof of a medical examination completed within the last twelve months
(first time entry into Florida Public Schools only).
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3. Neither the student nor parent(s) reside within Okeechobee County and the
student wishes to transfer into a The School District of Okeechobee County
while maintaining residence outside of the county

Any student transferring from another school in the United States may be given a 30-
day temporary exemption until the certification of a school entry physical examination
can be obtained from the previous school. If the record cannot be obtained from the
previous school within this time frame,
a copy. Any student from out-of-state must present an up-to-date Form 680 at the
time of enroliment.

For Enrollment: The Director of Student Services must approve all zone waiver
requests.

4. Grade Placement
When a student transfers into a The School District of Okeechobee County from a
public or nonpublic school, it will be the responsibility of the principal of the previous
school to determine grade level placement. From a home education program it will
be the responsibility of the principal or principa & designee of the receiving school to
assess the student® achievement level. The principal shall have the final
decision regarding student placement.

5. Transfer of High School Credits
a. All evidence of work or credits earned at another school, community college, or
university offered for acceptance will be based on an official transcript
authenticated by the proper school authority.

b. Work or credits from all schools or institutions will be accepted at face value,
subject to validation if required by the receiving schools accreditation. If
validation of the official transcript is deemed necessary, or if the student does
not possess an official transcript or is a home education student, credits shall
be validated through performance during the first grading period.

c. Validation of credits shall be based on performance in classes at the receiving
school. A student transferring into a school shall be placed at the appropriate
sequential course level and should have a minimum grade point average of 2.0
at the end of the first grading period. Credits and grades earned from
unaccredited schools shall be accepted at face value if submitted on an official
transcript. An official transcript is sent directly from the past administrator to the
present administrator and should clearly identify the school, the student, the
course number, date the course was taken, credit earned and grade in each
course. The transcript should be on official school letterhead and/or be
embossed with the school seal. Students who do not meet this requirement
shall have credits validated using the Alternative Validation Procedure.

c. Alternative Validation Procedure - If validation based on performance as
described above is not satisfactory, then any one of the following alternatives
shall be used for validation purposes as determined by the teacher, principal,
and parent:
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(1) Portfolio evaluation by the superintendent or designee;

(2) Written recommendation by a Florida certified teacher selected by the
parent and approved by the principal;

(3) Demonstrated performance in courses taken through dual
enrollment or at other public or private accredited schools;

(4) Demonstrated proficiencies on nationally-normed standardized subject area
assessments;

(5) Demonstrated satisfactory achievement on the 10th grade state standardized
reading assessment and/or End-of-Course Exams (EOC);

(6) Written review of the criteria used for a given subject provided by the former
school. Students must be provided at least 90 days from date of transfer to
prepare for assessments outlined in paragraphs (d) (4) and (d) (5) if required.

d. The requirements of the School Board will not negatively affect transfer students
provided the student has met all requirements of the school district or state from
which he/she is transferring and provided that the student was enrolled
elsewhere for at least one (1) grading period. A student must meet The School
District of Okeechobee Countybgraduation requirements for the grading periods
including passing scores on required tests, 10" grade state standardized
English language arts assessment and/or End-of-Course Exams.

e. In cases where students are unable to provide an official letter or transcript, it
will be the responsibility of the principal to assign credit. Comprehensive tests
may be required.

6. Home Education

a. Validation of credits shall be based on performance in classes at the
receivingschool. A student transferring into a school shall be placed at the
appropriate sequential course level and should have a minimum grade point
average of 2.0 at the end of the first grading period. Credits and grades
earned from unaccredited schools shall be accepted at face value if submitted
on an official transcript. An official transcript is sent directly from the past
administrator to the present administrator and should clearly identify the
school, the student, the course number, date the course was taken, credit
earned and grade in each course. The transcript should be on official school
letterhead and/or be embossed with the school seal. Students who do not
meet this requirement shall have credits validated using the Alternative
Validation Procedure.

b. In order to receive credit for any course completed within the past year, a student
shall pass a school-based competency exam if an examination is available for the
subject. For those subjects where a test is not available, a curriculum outline,
materials used, samples of work generated, and an indication of time devoted to
study of the course shall be required.

c. In order to receive credit for any course completed prior to the past year, the
principal/designee shall use discretion in determining whether a final examination
shall be required.

d. Credit granted for courses shall receive Pass/Fail grades only.
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e. Credit for courses shall not carry the Honors designation. However, should a
student earn an A0 or B0 on a school-based competency exam in an honors
course, the honors designation will be provided. (The student would receive a
fPas s 0 )g Mhe davanced Placement designation will only be provided if the
student has taken the relevant Advanced Placement examination and had earned
a score of 3 or higher on that exam.

f. Home education students transferring into The School District of Okeechobee
County (OCSB) during their last academic year prior to graduation must be co-
enrolled in a minimum of 4 OCSB courses and earn a minimum of 4 OCSB credits
in order to receive a diploma from the district.

g. Students with credit awarded for home education programs shall be eligible to be
ranked in their graduation class only if enrolled by the fall semester of their senior
year.

h. Home education students may participate in dual enrollment, Okeechobee
County Virtual School (OVIP), Florida Virtual School (FLVS), career and
technical courses, early admission, and credit by examination/Credit Acceleration
Program (CAP). Credit earned by home education students through dual
enrollment shall apply toward the completion of a home education program that
meets the requirements of Florida Statutes 1002.41.

i. A home education student is eligible to participate in the interscholastic
extracurricular activities at the public school that he or she would be assigned to
attend based on the district& attendance area policy and provided the student
meets the requirements of the home education program. Florida Statutes
1002.41.

[I. COURSE OF STUDY

A. STUDENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
The School District of Okeechobee County provides instruction in all required course

standards and has instructional plans aligned to the course standards in the areas of
English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. Teachers instruct using
the instructional plans and a school wide system of progress monitoring is used to support
students with identified deficiencies. Student progression is based upon mastering the
standards in each course as evidenced by student grades on the student® report card as
well as formative data obtained from progress monitoring and summative data obtained
from a student® performance in the statewide, standardized assessment program.

The term fextracurricula r theans any school-authorized or education-related activity
occurring during or outside the regular instructional school day. In order to participate in
interscholastic, extracurricular student activities, a student must maintain a cumulative
grade point average of 2.0 or above on a 4.0 scale in the courses required by statute for
high school graduation Florida Statutes 1003.4282 And Florida High School Athletic
Association (FHSAA). Per FHSAA policy, athletic eligibility is determined at the end of each
semester.
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High school courses taken prior to the ninth grade may be used to meet the core course
requirement for the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) if the course appears
on the high school transcript with a grade and a credit and the course is on the high school s
approved list of NCAA courses.

B. REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION
Students receiving a Standard High School Diploma from Okeechobee County
Public
Schools must meet the following requirements: (**Table continued on next page**)
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Standard Diploma Requirements

SUBJECT CREDITS DESCRIPTION

English 4 credits  [English I, 11, 1II, IV or higher level courses AND a satisfactory score or
above on the 10" grade state standardized ELA/Reading assessment

Mathematics 4 credits [To include Algebra 1, Geometry AND a satisfacF1 ry score on the Algebra

1 EOC. Four math credits must be earned in 9tN-12th grade. Industry
certification that leads to college credit may be substituted for up to 2
math credits. (excluding Algebra 1 and Geometry).

Science 3 credits [Three credits must be earned in courses with a lab component one of
which must include Biology. Industry certification that leads to college
credit may be substituted for up to 1 science credit (excluding Biology).

Social Studies  [3 credits [To include World History, American History, American Govt. (1/2) and
Economics with Financial Literacy (1/2)

Physical 1 credit [Toinclude Personal Fitness (1/2) and PE elective (1/2 credit). See
Education \Waiver Section for course substitutions.

Fine/Performing |1 credit

Arts

On-Line Course |[1 course [To be completed through online learning; high school credited courses
taken in grades 6-8 fulfill this requirement; OR completion of a course that
leads to nationally recognized industry certification in information technology that
leads to college credit or the passage of an information technology certification
exam without enrollment in the course meets this requirement. Passage of an
online content assessment by which the student demonstrates skills and
competency in locating information and applying technology for instructional
purposes without enroliment or completion of the course meets this requirement.

Electives 8 credits |College bound students are highly recommended to complete a
minimum of two credits in the same world language

Total 24 credits
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Students choosing the Scholar& Pathway Diploma must meet the following requirements:

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION

English Standard Diploma requirements including a satisfactory score or above on
the 10 grade state standardized ELA/reading assessment

Math Standard Diploma requirements including a satisfactory score or
above on the Algebra | EOC AND Algebra Il EOC AND Geometry
EOC for students in Grad Base Year 2018 and after.
Earn 1 credit in statistics or equally rigorous math course

Science Standard Diploma requirements Chemistry or Physics, and one credit

equally rigorous to Chemistry or Physics AND a satisfactory score of
above on the Biology EOC assessment.

Social Studies

Standard Diploma requirements AND a satisfactory score or above on the
US History EOC assessment.

Foreign Students must earn two credits in the same world language
Language
Electives Students must earn one credit in an AP, or dual enrollment

course

Fine/Performing
Arts Physical
Education Online
Course
Additional
Electives

Students must meet all standard diploma requirements in these areas.
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Students choosing the Merit Pathway Diploma must meet the following requirements:

SUBJECT CREDITS DESCRIPTION

English 4 credits Standard Diploma requirements including a satisfactory
score or above on the 10" grade state standardized
ELA/reading assessment

Mathematics 4 credits Standard Diploma requirements including a satisfactory
score or above on the Algebra 1 EOC. Industry
certification that leads to college credit may be
substituted for up to 2 math credits (excluding Algebra 1
and Geometry).

Science 3 credits Standard Diploma requirements

Industry certification that leads to college credit may
be substituted for up to 1 science credit (excluding
Biology). An identified rigorous computer science course
with a related industry certification substitutes for up to
one science credit (except Biology).

Social Studies |3 credits Standard Diploma requirements.

Physical 1 credit Standard Diploma requirements.

Education

Fine/Performing|l credit Standard Diploma requirements.

Arts

On-Line Course [1 course Standard Diploma requirements.

Electives 8 credits College bound students are highly recommended to
complete a minimum of two credits in the same world
language

Industry One or more industry certification is required for the

Certification Merit Diploma Path.
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FLORIDA SEAL OF BILITERACY

The Florida Seal of Biliteracy Program recognizes a high school graduate who has attained a high
level of competency in one or world languages in addition to English. Beginning with the 2016-2017
school year, the Gold Seal/Silver Seal of Biliteracy will be awarded to high school students who earn a
standard diploma and who earn four world language course credits in the same world language with a
cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale and achieve a qualifying score on a
world language assessment (pending State Board of Education rule making ) defined as a passing
score on an International Baccalaureate exam in the world language or Advanced Placement exam
in the world language or SAT Subject Test in the world language or Advanced International
Certificate of Education examination in the world language or satisfy an alternative requirement as
determined by the State Board of Education for a student to demonstrate equivalent competency in a
world language, including requirements a student who native language is not English may satisfy to
demonstrate competency in his or her native language.

The State Board of Education will determine a process to award world language course credits to a
student who was not enrolled in world language or who did not complete the course but has
demonstrated competency in a world language.

DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES OF COMPLETION

In order to receive a standard diploma, a student must satisfy the state and school graduation
requirements as prescribed in Florida Statutes 1003.4282 (1), (2), and (3); accumulate a 2.0 GPA
on a 4.0 scale; and demonstrate mastery of thelOth grade state standardized ELA/reading
assessment or earn a concordant score on the ACT or SAT; demonstrate satisfactory
performance on the state mandated Algebra | EOC.

If, at the time of graduation, the student earns the appropriate credits but does not meet the
testing requirements, he/she will receive a certificate of completion in lieu of a standard
diploma.

Explanatory Note: A student who has received a certificate of completion who subsequently
meets the requirements for a standard high school diploma shall be awarded a standard
diploma whenever the requirements are completed. Additionally, the awarding of a certificate of
completion is limited to those students choosing to meet their school sé graduation
requirements and is not applicable to the three-year graduation programs.

Any student who is entitled to a certificate of completion may elect to remain in the secondary
school either as a full-time student or a part-time student for up to 1 additional year and
receive special instruction designed to remedy his or her identified deficiencies.

Student with a certificate of completion due to a deficiency on the tenth grade state
standardized ELA/reading assessment and/or the Algebra | EOC may retake the assessments
at scheduled administrations during the year.
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At the time that a student with a certificate of completion earns a passing score on the 10"
grade state standardized ELA/reading assessment, Algebra | EOC or concordant score on
PERT, ACT, or SAT, the student may be awarded a diploma with the current year& graduating
class based upon meeting graduation requirements specific to the student& graduation base
year.

In order to participate in the graduation ceremony, seniors must have earned all required
credits.

REQUIRED STATE STANDARIZED ASSESSMENTS

English Language Math Science Scial Sudies
Arts
9" grade state
stardardized EA | Algebra 1EOC US Histry EOC
assesment (30%) of course | Biology EOC (30%) of course
grade and (30%)of course | grade

10" grade state satisfatory score | grade
standardized HA | required for

assesment graduation

satisfatory score

required for Geometry EOC

graduation (30%)of course
grade

EOC assessments were not calculated as 30% of the course grade for students taking Algebra
1,Geometry and Algebra 2 in the 14-15 school year.
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1. Course Waivers/Substitutions
a. Please see high school guidance counselor regarding the waiver/substitution options.

b. Students using a waiver or substitution may need to substitute other courses to meet

the required number of credits for graduation.

Course

\Waiver/ Substitution
applies to

Athletic Participation: Students who participate in interscholastic
sports at the junior varsity or varsity level for two years (2 full seasons)
shall satisfy the ¥ credit of Personal Fitness and % credit of elective
physical education.
1 Students must not have taken or be enrolled in the Personal
Fitness course to be eligible for the waiver.

Physical Education graduation
requirement including Personal
Fitness

Marching Band: Completion with a grade of fi Cab better of one
semester in an official marching band class (Band 11 VI) or in a physical
activity class that requires participation in marching band activities as an
extracurricular activity shall satisfy the % credit of elective PE credit. The
student must still take Personal Fitness.

1 This waiver may not be combined with the waiver for Personal

Fitness through athletic participation.
1 Marching band season is the first semester of the year only.

Physical Education graduation
requirement but not Personal
Fitness

JROTC/Performing Fine Arts/Physical Education: Completion of two
years in a JROTC class, a significant component of which is drills, shall
satisfy the %2 credit requirement in physical education (not Personal
Fitness) and the one credit requirement in performing arts.

Physical Education graduation
requirement (not Personal
Fitness) and Performing Fine
Arts

JROTC/Physical Education: A grade of fi Cay better in a JROTC class,
a significant component of which is drills, shall satisfy the % credit
requirement in physical education. This may not be used to satisfy the
Personal Fitness requirement or the requirement for adapted physical
education under an IEP or 504 Plan.

Physical Education graduation
requirement but not Personal
Fitness

Industry Certification i Math: Industry certification courses that lead to
college credit may substitute for up to two (2) math credits.

Math graduation requirement
(excluding Algebra 1 and
Geometry)

Industry Certification 7 Science: Industry certification courses that
lead to college credit may substitute for up to one (1) science credit.

Science graduation requirement
(excluding Biology)

Industry Certification i Computer Science: - An identified rigorous
Computer Science course with a related industry certification may
substitute for up to one (1) science credit.

Science graduation requirement
(excluding Biology)

2. Transfer Students from Out-of-State and Out-of-Country

Students who enter 11" or 12" grade from out-of-state or out of country shall not be required
to spend additional time in a Florida public school in order to meet the high school course
requirements of the school district, state, or country from which he or she is transferring. Such
students who are not proficient in English should receive immediate and intensive instruction
in English language acquisition. However, to receive a standard high school diploma, a transfer
student must earn a 2.0 grade point average and meet the requirements under Florida Statutes

1008.22.
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